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TRADE TROUBLE: The baseball players union 
has thrown a wrench into Boston’s planned 
tradefor Alex Rodriguez. Sports I Page 9 
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AVIATION I NOT QUITE WRIGHT 



SPLASHDOWN: The world’s most accurate reproduction of the 1903 Wright Flyer never got off the ground before skidding to a muddy halt Wednesday 
in Kill Devil Hills, N.C. President Bush was among those gathered for a ceremony to mark the 100th anniversary of the Wright brothers’ first flight. 


Troops Hunt Militants 


U.S. forces step up search 
for pro -Saddam insurgents 

SAMAR R A, IRAQ I U.S. troops blasted down 
the gates of homes and smashed in doors of 
workshops and junkyards in a massive raid 
Wednesday to hunt for pro -Saddam Hussein 
militants and stamp out the increasingly bold 
anti- U.S. resistance. 

The raid targeted the city of Samarra, 
north of Baghdad, where U.S. officials say 
some 1,500 fighters operate — making it one 
of the persistent hotspots in the so-called 
“Sunni Triangle.” 

The coalition scored a major victory 
Saturday by nabbing Saddam, who Iraqi 


officials revealed Wednesday was being 
held in the Baghdad area. But violence has 
continued in the capital and in predominant- 
ly Sunni areas west and north of Baghdad, 
once Saddam’s power base. 

In the Samarra raid by some 2,500 troops, 
the 4th Infantry Division and Iraqi forces 
detained at least a dozen suspected guer- 
rillas — though others got away, apparently 
tipped off about the raid. 

With Saddam in custody, the most wanted 
Iraqi fugitive is Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri, a high- 
ranking member of the former regime thought 
to be organizing anti-US. attacks. But it was 
unclear whether U.S. officials think al-Douri is 
in the Samarra area, aleksandar vasovic (ap) 


Hinckley Granted 
Unsupervised Trips 

WASHINGTON I A federal judge ruled 
Wednesday that the man who shot President 
Reagan may visit his parents without staff 
from the mental hospital where he has lived 
for more than two decades. 

U.S. District Judge Paul L. Friedman 
granted John Hinckley Jr.’s request over the 
objections of the Reagan family and the federal 
government. However, he attached strict condi- 
tions and rejected Hinckley’s request to travel 
to his parents’ home in Williamsburg, Va. 

Hinckley, 48, was acquitted in 1982 by rea- 
son of insanity in the shootings of Reagan, press 
secretary James Brady and two law enforce- 
ment officers. Hinckley said he shot Reagan 
to impress actress Jodie Foster, (ap) 


CONTESTS I Unload Your Fruitcake There are some 
people who really want your holiday fruitcake. And they prom- 
ise to eat it, too. Buffalo, N.Y., is hosting the National Fruitcake 
Round Up. On Dec. 30, some of the biggest eaters around will 



compete in a fruitcake-eating contest. They’ll have to wolf 
down as many fruitcakes as they can in just 12 minutes. 
Organizers say there could be as many as 100,000 neglected 
fruitcakes in the country, (ap) EyeOpeners I Page 2 


FULL FORECAST ON PAGE 22 
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ANIMAL WATCH 

Panda Pride 

He looks a little sheepish now, butthis panda’s got 
the soul of a rocker — or at least a name created 
by one. The San Diego Zoo unveiled the name of 
its newest giant panda cub after much fanfare on 
Tuesday. The name, Mei Sheng, translates to “Born 
in the USA,’’ afterthe Bruce Springsteen tune. The 
4-month-old cub’s name had been aclosely held 
secret, according to Reuters. Mei Sheng is the sec- 
ond giant panda cub born at the San Diego Zoo 
and the first in the Western Hemisphere since 1999. 

(EXPRESS) 



TRAVEL 

A Stimulating Vacation 

If you’re young, healthyand, above all, 
virile, you could have atripto Australia 
in yourfuture. Men atthe University of 
Calgary in Canadaare being offered 
a free two-week Australian getaway 
— in exchange for their sperm. The 
Reproductive Medicine Clinic in 
Aubury, Australia, started the pro- 
gram after a law was enacted say- 


ing sperm donors can no longer 
remain anonymous, the Canadian 
Press reports. The clinic will cover 
the donors’ planefare, accommoda- 
tions and travel expenses as an incen- 
tive. The imported donors can’t have 
their identities shielded either, but 
would have no legal responsibilities 
for any children, the CP says. Clinic 
officials say they’ve had 15 inquiries 
so far. (EXPRESS) 


E R E D 

“Looking at hamburger 
meat ... is not the same as 
looking at that face.” 

- DOROTHY DAVIES 

ON A STEER THAT FLED A SLAUGHTER- 
HOUSE AND WANDERED DETROIT BEFORE 
BEING CAPTURED. THE STEER IS NOW BEING 
DONATED TO DAVIES’S ANIMAL SANCTUARY. 


FOOD 

A Coffee Conspiracy? 

One choosy mom didn’t choose Jif. 
But when Mary Rickard of Martinsburg, 
W.Va., opened a can labeled Maxwell 
House coffee Tuesday, the contain- 
er was full of creamy peanut butter 
instead. Her son examined the 34.5- 
ouncecoffeecontainerandfounda4- 


pound Jif jarwedged insidethe other- 
wise empty coffee can. Officials of both 
Jif and Kraft Foods, which owns the 
Maxwell House brand, are investigating 
the mix-up. Kraft does not manufacture 
any brands of peanut butter. Jif pro- 
duces peanut butter only in Lexington, 
Ky., and Kraft has no operations center 
in that city, (ap) 



TOYS 

Posable Prisoner 

Those irrepressible toymakers at 
Herobuilders.com sure move fast. 
From the people who brought you 
the “Governator’’ doll modeled 
after new Calif. Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger comes 
the latest news-themed 
stocking-stuffer: Saddam 
Hussein, the captive. The 
12-inch doll’s ace of spades 
shirt refers to the deposed 
Iraqi leader’s place in the U.S. 
military’s deck of most-wanted 
Iraqis cards. Despite his buff build, 
it’s likely this Saddam can also be cap- 
tured without a fight. (EXPRESS) 
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TRUCK WRECK I HELPING HAND 


Ex-Govemor Indicted in Probe 


George Ryan of Illinois 
charged with taking 
payoffs for contracts 

CHICAGO I Former Illinois Gov. 
George Ryan was indicted 
Wednesday on federal charges of 
taking payoffs, gifts and vacations 
in return for government contracts 
and leases while he was governor 
and secretary of state. 

Ryan, 69, a Republican known 
worldwide as a leading critic of the 
death penalty, gradually became 
the focus of a corruption investi- 
gation that began even before his 
1998 election as governor. The scan- 


dal was a factor in his 2001 deci- 
sion not to seek a second term. 

Ryan, who served as secretary 
of state from 1991 to 1999, has said 
he knew there was a culture of cor- 
ruption in the secre- 
tary of state’s office 
but was unaware of 
the specifics. 

The indictment 
alleges that for 
more than a decade 
Ryan let his friends 
wield great influence in state gov- 
ernment and profit from his posi- 
tions as secretary of state and gov- 
ernor. Ryan allegedly allowed some 
of his friends, who were not state 


employees, to steer state contracts 
in return for bribes and gave oth- 
ers insider information that they 
could profit from, while ignoring 
complaints of wrongdoing. 

In return, the indictment alleges, 
Ryan and his family received illegal 
cash payments, gifts, vacations and 
personal services from his friends 
and associates. The indictment did 
not list a dollar figure for Ryan, but 
said members of his family got cash 
loans and gifts totaling $167,000. 

Timothy Rooney, a partner of 
Ryan defense attorney Dan K. 
Webb, said there would be no imme- 
diate comment but that a statement 
would be released, mike robinson (ap) 



Ryan 


CAREFUL RESCUE: West Virginia State Police Senior Trooper M.R. Camden, 
bottom, cradles the injured driver ofa military cargo truckthat was involved 
in a crash on Interstate 79 between Morgantown and Fairmont, W.Va., on 
Wednesday. Thetruck driver’s condition was not known at press time. 


RACE 


“DQ certain^ never did like 
that he was a segregationist, 
but there was nothing I 
could do about it.” 

-ESSIE MAE WASHINGTON-WILLIAMS 

AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN, DISCUSSING 
HER FATHER, THE LATE SEN. STROM THUR- 
MOND, ONCE A PROPONENT OF SEGREGATION. 


Church Mortgages Buildings to Pay Abuse Settlements 


BOSTON I The sex scandal in the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Boston has shaken the church almost 
literally to its foundations. 

To help pay the $ 85 million settle- 
ment reached with more than 500 
victims of child-molesting priests, 
the archdiocese has mortgaged its 


very seat of power — the Cathedral 
of the Holy Cross — and is putting 
up for sale the archbishop’s residence, 
a mansion that was a symbol of the 
church’s grandeur and authority. 
Dozens of churches are also expected 
to be closed in a move at least accel- 
erated by the scandal. 


Some of these steps were almost 
unthinkable just a year ago, when 
Cardinal Bernard Law was in charge. 
The archdiocese resisted selling 
property to settle abuse claims before 
Law finally resigned as archbishop 
amid fierce criticism of his handling 
of the sex allegations, (ap) 


Democrats’ Campaign 
Brawl Hits N.H. Airwaves 


WASHINGTON | The political ad wars 
intensified as three Democratic pres- 
idential candidates launched com- 
mercials in New Hampshire this 
week and debate simmered over an 
ad that uses Osama bin Laden to 
criticize front-runner Howard Dean. 

In 30 -second ads, Joe Lieberman 
claims his record shows he has 
integrity, John Edwards showcases 
his plan to crack down on corpora- 
tions and Wesley Clark says he has 
the strategy for success in Iraq — 
echoing themes each has embraced 
on the campaign trail. 


The three candidates are com- 
peting in the Granite State’s Jan. 
27 primary. In all, the Democratic 
presidential candidates have spent 
more than $3 million on advertis- 
ing aimed to reach New Hampshire 
voters. 

A New Hampshire poll released 
Wednesday by television stations 
WMUR in Manchester and WCVB 
in Boston shows Dean having the 
support of 46 percent of likely voters 
and Sen. John Kerry with 17 percent. 
Clark, Lieberman and Edwards 
trailed them, lizsidoti (ap) 


|P Campaign trail: Washingtonpost.com’s Terry Neal takes your questions on the 
I 2004 political field I Today at I p.m. at washingtonpost.com/liveonline 
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U.S. Inks Free Trade Deal 


Plan will ease flow of 
goods with 4 Central 
American countries 

WASHINGTON | Overcoming a last- 
minute snag on textiles, the United 
States reached a free trade agree- 
ment on Wednesday with four 
Central American countries. 

Negotiators reached agreement in 
all areas, including textiles and agri- 
culture, US. Trade Representative 
Robert Zoellick announced at a 
news conference with the trade 


ministers of Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua and Honduras. 

Afifth nation, Costa Rica, abrupt- 
ly left the talks on Tuesday com- 
plaining about excessive demands 
being made by the United States 
for the nation to open up its mar- 
ket to foreign competition in tele- 
communications and insurance. 

However, US. officials expressed 
hope that the differences with Costa 
Rica can be resolved so that it will 
be included when the administra- 
tion submits the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement, or CAFTA, 


to Congress early next year. 

The free trade deal covering 
Central America has stirred strong 
opposition among US. sugar cane 
and sugar beet farmers, who fear 
competition from lower-priced 
Central American sugar, and from 
the U.S. textile industry, which is 
concerned that the deal will open 
the beleaguered industry to even 
more foreign competition. 

The deal will phase out virtually 
all trade barriers among the par- 
ticipating countries over the next 
decade, martin crutsinger (ap) 


COMMEMORATION | IN FLIGHT 



A PLANE OF THEIR OWN: Fourth graciers at Roosevelt Elementary School 
in Mi(i(iletown, Ohio, throw gliciers they macJe (iuring a celebration of the 
100th anniversary of the Wright brothers’ firstflighton \Ne6nes6ay. 


U.S. Women 
Having Kids 
At Later Age 

ATLANTA I The average age at which 
American women are having their 
first child has climbed to an all- 
time high of 25.1, the government 
said Wednesday. 

The rise reflects a drop in teen 
births and an increase in the num- 
ber of women who are putting off 
motherhood until their 30s and 40s. 

The age of first-time American 
moms has risen steadily during the 
past three decades, from an average 
of 21.4 in 1970 . The latest figure, for 
2002, was released by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 

The government attributed 
the drop in the teen birth rate to 
health campaigns that discourage 
teen pregnancies and promote 
abstinence, daniel yee (ap) 


In Brief 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 

Shot Fired at House Related 
To Area Highway Shootings 

Investigators on Wednesday linked 
a shot fired at a house to a series of 
15 other shootings along a highway. 
No one was injured in the shooting 
Monday, the third shooting since 
Nov. 25, when a woman was shot 
to death in a car on Interstate 270 
south of the city. No one else has 
been hurt in the string of shootings 
that began in May. (ap) 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 

Web Site Can Keep Stories 
About Accused Serial Killer 

A judge has refused to order a Florida 
newspaper to remove informa- 
tion about an accused serial killer 
from its Web site. Lawyers for Paul 
Durousseau had asked a judge to 
stop the Florida Times-Union from 
posting the material online, saying 
it would prevent their client from 
receiving a fair trial. But in his ruling 
Tuesday, Circuit Judge John Skinner 
said, “I don’t think there’s anything I 
can do. Even if I did, it would be up 
on 2,300 other Web sites already.” 


Skinner also said Tuesday he wouldn’t 
order the paper to stop publishing 
stories about the case, (ap) 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. 

Man Sentenced to 25 Years 
In Prison for Burning Temple 

An Arab man who was convicted 
of hate crimes for burning down a 
Jewish temple three years ago was 
sentenced Wednesday to 25 years in 
prison. Raussi Uthman, 30, also must 
pay $856,278 in restitution. No one 
was injured in the fire at Temple Beth 
El in Syracuse, which caused more 
than $700,000 in damage, (ap) 
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SAUDI ARABIA 

Citing Terrorist Threats, 

U.S. Urges Citizens to Leave 

Nonessential American diplomats 
and the families of all U.S. officials 
in Saudi Arabia should leave because 
of “the potential for further terror- 
ist activities,” the State Department 
said Wednesday. No single specific 
threat led to the department’s action, 
said a U.S. counterterrorism official, 
speaking on condition of anonym- 
ity. There are some 200 to 300 non- 
essential U.S. officials and family 
members in Saudi Arabia, and about 
30,000 U.S. citizens in all. (ap) 

PAKISTAN 

Limo’s High-Tech Equipment 
Heiped President Avoid Bomb 

High-tech jamming devices saved 
Pakistan’s president from an assas- 
sination attempt, delaying by a few 
crucial seconds the detonation of 
a bomb that targeted his motor- 
cade, intelligence officials said 
Wednesday. President Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf was riding in a limousine 
through the city of Rawalpindi when 
the blast occurred Sunday evening, 
ripping through a concrete bridge 
just after he crossed it. (ap) 

TAIWAN 

Man, 44, Contracts SARS; 
First Case in Five Months 

Taiwan reported its first SARS 
case in five months on Wednesday 
— a scientist who allegedly ignored 
World Health Organization safety 
rules and worked with spilled virus 
samples without wearing a protec- 
tive gown and gloves, officials said. 
Authorities did not identify the 44- 
year-old man. (ap) 


Iraqis Mull Saddam’s Trial 


(joverning Council debates howto select judges 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ I Amid concerns of 
international human rights groups, 
Iraq’s U.S. -appointed Governing 
Council met for the first time to 
look into ways of appointing judg- 
es to a new war crimes tribunal that 
could try Saddam Hussein. 

A committee of highly qualified 
lawyers could recommend candi- 
dates to be judges on the tribunal, 
which will try former members of 
Saddam’s regime for human rights 
abuses stretching back decades, said 
Mouwafak al-Rubaie, a Shiite phy- 
sician and longtime human rights 


activist who serves on the council. 

Saddam was captured on 
Saturday, and some Governing 
Council members say they want to 
try him within months. However, 
he is in U.S. custody and the time- 
line and format of a possible trial 
has yet to be established. 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

Inthenortherncity of Mosul, 

assailants shot and killed a police- 
man Wednesday, police said. 

Also in Mosul, Iraqi security 
forces fired on pro-Saddam protest- 


Amnesty International and other 
rights groups have expressed con- 
cern about the legitimacy of the 
Iraqi court. New-York Based 
Human Rights Watch said there 
is no requirement in the tribu- 
nal law that judges, prosecutors 
or investigators be disqualified 
if they are found to be impartial. 

SARAH EL DEEB (AP) 


ers, injuring nine, witnesses said. 

In Baghdad, a fuel truck 
exploded after colliding with a bus 
at an intersection, killing 10 Iraqis. 
U.S. officials said the blast was an 
accident, notan attack, (ap) 


U.S. Believes Insurgency 
Is Centrally Planned 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ | The Iraqi insur- 
gency is showing signs of central 
planning by former officials of 
Saddam Hussein’s regime — fig- 
ures who coordinate strikes hun- 
dreds of miles apart and provide 
cash and bomb -making expertise 
to guerrilla cells, a senior U.S. mili- 
tary official said Wednesday. 

In some cases, “signature bombs” 
are used, devices so similar their 
design suggests they came from the 
same source, the official said. 

Central coordination can also be 
seen in the anti-US. or pro-Saddam 
demonstrations that crop up simul- 
taneously in cities across the coun- 
try, the official said. 


The shadowy overseers of the 
insurgency maintain communica- 
tions with cells made up of a core 
of about 5,000 anti-US. guerrillas, 
who, in turn, have recruited thou- 
sands of part-time fighters from 
Iraq’s mosques and its vast pool of 
unemployed and angry citizens, the 
official said. 

The senior official said intelli- 
gence analysts are hoping to use 
documents seized during Saturday’s 
capture of Saddam Hussein “to get 
better clarity” about the guerrilla 
movement, jim krane (ap) 



A U.S. soldier in search of insurgents 
and weapons tries to breakthe padlock 
of a store in Samarraon Wednesday. 


ul Following leads: Top commander of U.S. forces says capture of Saddam has given 
I authorities valuable insight into the Iraqi resistance I Today’s Post: Section A 


Battle Over 
Secularism 
In France 

Chirac wants to ban 
all religious symbols 
from public schools 

PARIS I Despite protests from reli- 
gious leaders, France must outlaw 
Islamic head coverings, Jewish 
skullcaps and other obvious religious 
signs in schools and regulate them 
in the workplace. President Jacques 
Chirac announced Wednesday. 

Such action, the French presi- 
dent said in a televised national 
address, is needed to reaffirm 
France’s secular foundations. He 
rejected the model of integration 
where ethnic communities guard 
their customs and separateness. 

“I refuse to let France take that 
path. It would sacrifice its heritage. 
It would compromise its future. It 
would lose its soul,” Chirac said. 

Chirac called on parliament, 
where his conservative govern- 
ment has a majority, to pass a law 
banning such religious signs ahead 
of the school year that starts in 
September 2004. 

Less expected than his proposed 
law governing schools — and pos- 
sibly more contentious because of 
its potential scope — was Chirac’s 
proposal for the workplace. 

Business leaders should be 
allowed to “regulate the wearing 
of religious signs” for safety rea- 
sons and for dealing with clients, 
Chirac said, john Leicester (ap) 


TURKEY 

Bin Laden Reportedly Urged 
Militants to Hit U.S. Base 

Osama bin Laden proposed attack- 
ing a Turkish military base used by 
the United States, but militants 
stymied by tight security bombed 
civilian targets instead, killing 
Muslims and upsetting al Qaeda 
leaders, Turkish officials said. The 
information came from interroga- 
tions of a top suspect in last month’s 
deadly bombings in Istanbul that 
authorities believe were carried out 
by Turkish militants trained by al 
Qaeda in Afghanistan, according 
to the officials, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, (ap) 


Grievances Aired on Third Day 
Of Afghan Constitutionai Councii 


KABUL, AFGHANISTAN I Afghanistan’s 
constitutional council erupted in 
chaos Wednesday, with one dele- 
gate denouncing her colleagues as 
“criminals” and others threatening 
to walk out. 

The constitutional council is 
being billed as an opportunity to 
shape a new and democratic system 
for this war-ravaged land. It is also 
a powder-keg of factionalism. 

The council’s morning session 
began with a scathing speech by 
Malalai Joya, a female delegate, who 


decried the positions of influence 
given to faction leaders. 

“Why have you again select- 
ed as committee chairmen those 
criminals who have brought these 
disasters for the Afghan people?” 
shouted an angry Joya. 

Other delegates accused the gov- 
ernment of trying to force them to 
accept a presidential system, which 
they say could give too much power 
to U.S. -backed President Hamid 
Karzai. Several threatened a walk- 
out over the issue, paul haven (ap) 



Elsewhere in Kabul on Wednesday, Canadian soldiers handed out nearly 2,000 
Christmas boxes for Afghan children to take back to their refugee camp in the city. 
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Sharon’s 
New Tack 
Splits Party 

Likud divided over 
prospect of taking 
unilateral action 

JERUSALEM I A day before a 
major policy address by Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon, his ruling 
party appeared bitterly divided 
Wednesday over proposals that 
Israel withdraw from parts of the 
West Bank and Gaza even without 
negotiating with the Palestinians. 

Sharon has spoken in recent 
weeks of taking unspecified uni- 
lateral action if peace efforts fail. 
Officials have said his proposals 
could include withdrawing from 
parts of the West Bank and Gaza 
and exiting Jewish settlements in 
the areas evacuated. 

This talk has set off an impas- 



A priest walks in the Church of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem, whichfacesanother gloomy 
Christmas amid continuing violence. 


sioned debate within the Likud 
Party, which historically has been 
committed to Jewish control over 
the biblical land of Israel, an area 
that includes the West Bank. It 
has also upset the Palestinians 
and the United States, who both 
say that a peace settlement must 
be reached through negotiations. 

JOSEF FEDERMAN (AP) 


I5SI 

BY THE NUMBERS: In an attempt to clean up its image, the European 



Parliament voted to curb questionable payouts to its members as part of a 



new system that would set a salary of about $10,500 for each member, (ap) 



Orgy Organizers Sentenced 


2 get life in case that roiled China- Japan relations 


B E IJ I N G I A Chinese court sentenced 
a hotel worker and a prostitute to 
life in prison on Wednesday for 
organizing a three -day sex party 
for Japanese tourists — a case 
that outraged Chinese and reig- 
nited anger over Japan’s war-time 
conduct. 

Twelve other people were sen- 
tenced to up to 15 years in prison, 
and China said it had issued arrest 
warrants for three Japanese accused 
of organizing the event. 


According to earlier Chinese 
reports, the incident involved as 
many as 400 Japanese men and 
500 Chinese prostitutes at a hotel 
in the southern city of Zhuhai. 

Its final day fell on Sept. 18, the 
anniversary of a Japanese attack 
in 1931 on a city in China’s north- 
east that Chinese regard as the 
start of World War II. The tim- 
ing, which appeared to be coinci- 
dental, angered Chinese, many of 
whom believe Japan hasn’t atoned 


for wartime brutality — including 
mass rapes. 

Beijing’s pursuit of the Japanese 
suspects threatened to complicate 
the countries’ relations further. 
There is no extradition treaty in 
place between Japan and China, and 
a Justice Ministry official in Tokyo 
said Japanese law doesn’t allow the 
government to turn over any cit- 
izen to a country without one. 

The trial began Friday and 
ended Saturday amid tight secu- 
rity in the Zhuhai Intermediate 

Court. JOE MCDONALD (AP) 


Bosnia to Pay U.S. Detainees’ Families 


SARAJEVO, BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA I The 
Bosnian government said Wed- 
nesday it would pay $19,000 to the 
families of six Algerian citizens who 
were handed over to the United 
States as terrorist suspects. 

The men are still being held at a 
U.S. prison camp in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. They were arrested by 
Bosnian police in October 2001, 
suspected of having ties to al Qaeda 


and making threats to the U.S. and 
British embassies in Bosnia. 

The threats could not be proven in 
Bosnian courts, but the men contin- 
ued to be held in prison. Their law- 
yers appealed to Bosnia’s top human 
rights court. On Jan. 17, 2002, hours 
before the Human Rights Chamber 
was to order their release for lack 
of evidence, police handed over the 
men to U.S. authorities, (ap) 


ZIMBAB WE 

“It s suddenly a crime 
to have a piece of equip- 
ment you cannot use.” 

-JOHN WORSELY-WORSWICK, FARMER 

REACTING WEDNESDAY TD THE GDVERN- 
MENT’S PLANS TD SEIZE TRACTDRS AND 
DTHER EQUIPMENT FRDM WHITE FARMERS 
WHD WERE THRDWN DFF THEIR PRDPERTIES 
UNDER PRESIDENT RDBERT MUGABE’S CDN- 
TRDVERSIAL FARM-SEIZURE PRDGRAM. 


FA$T CA$H! 

$200 - $750 

NO CREDIT? NO PROBLEM! 
JOB AND DD REQ’D 

888 - 257-7524 

WWW.YOURCASHBANK.COM 

Home & Fashion. Fridays. 
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Think of McCormick Schmick's 


For Your 



HoCiday (Dining 


• Open Christmas Eve, CHRISTMAS DAY, and New Year's Eve 
Accommodating your Large Family Gathering or Intimate Meal 


MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY 


Give The Giet 
0 Of Good Taste 



^^LO Q^ICK^SCH MirrO 


How much good taste is up to you... 



Gift cards can be purchased in ANY DENOMINATION at the restaurants, by phone or online at www.McCormickandSchmicks.com 



M&S 


WASHINGTON, DC • 600 1 3th St. NW 
(202) 347-1500 

BALTIMORE • 1006 Harborplace 
(410) 547-9333 


]VK:ormicks'Schmicks 


SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 

WASHINGTON, DC • 1 652 K St. NW • (202) 861 -2233 
TYSONS CORNER • 8484 Westpark Dr. • (703) 848-8000 
RESTON TOWN CENTER *11920 Democracy Dr. • (703) 481 -6600 
BALTIMORE • Inner Harbor, Pier 5 • (41 0) 234-1 300 
BETHESDA • 7401 Woodmont Ave. • (301) 961-2626 
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Va. Budget 
Holds$2.4B 
Increase 

RICHMOND, VA. I Gov. Mark R. 
Warner introduced a new state 
budget Wednesday that includes 
nearly $2.4 billion in new spend- 
ing requirements, largely for edu- 
cation, health services and trans- 
portation. 

The provides $760 million in addi- 
tional money for public schools and 
$144 million more for higher educa- 
tion, $870 million more for health 
services such as Medicaid and $392 
million more for transportation. 

It ends three years of drawdowns 
of the state’s “rainy- day” fund and 
begins replenishing the fund in 
2006 with the deposit of $87 mil- 
lion, a critical step if Virginia is to 
retain its optimal “AAA” credit rat- 
ing — a stamp of fiscal fitness the 



Gov. Mark Warner’s budget is pro- 
education and pro-transportation. 


state has never lost. 

Warner’s budget for the two years 
that begin July 1 is based on revenue 
projections and tax reforms that he 
made public last month, including a 
1-cent increase in the state sales tax 
and offsetting reductions in income 
taxes and the tax on food. 

Warner also said his budget pro- 
vides nearly $104 million to boost pay 
for public employees, school teachers 
and local government workers whose 
salaries are subsidized by the state. 

BOB LEWIS AND JUSTIN BERGMAN (AP) 


rn I Sudden impact: A breakdown of Gov. Mark Warner’s proposed budget, and how it 
I affects residents of northern Virginia I washingtpost.com/metro 


The Lotteries 

December 17 


DISTRICT 


ALL ABOARD: Richmond’s 
102-year-old Main Street 
Station reopened 
Wednesday, with daily 
passenger railroad service scheduled 
to resume on Thursday, (ap) 



Girl Shot 
On D.C. 
Street 

WASHINGTON | Police were search- 
ing for the gunman who shot 
and wounded a six-year- old girl 
Wednesday, as she walked down 
a Southeast Washington street. A 
man was also shot and killed. 

“There was a woman who was 
walking two children down C 
Street. One of those children, a 
six-year- old female, was struck 
in the abdomen from a stray bul- 
let,” said District of Columbia 
Metropolitan Police Chief Charles 
H. Ramsey. 

The girl suffered entry and exit 
wounds. She was taken to Children’s 
National Medical Center for sur- 
gery, and was later in critical but 
stable condition. 

Near where the girl was 
found, police also found a man 
who had been shot. Police said 
Jovani Jefferson, 22, died later at 
Washington Hospital Center. 

The chief said that the man may 
recently have been released from jail, 
but it remained unclear whether his 
incarceration has anything to do with 
the shooting, derrill holly (ap) 


Malvo Jury to Continue Deliberations 


Mid-day Lucky Numbers 9-3-9 

Evening Lucky Numbers 6-1-9 


Mid-day DC 4 

5-8-0-7 

Evening DC 4 

5-7-6-2 

Quick Cash 

I6-33-I4-28-7-32 

Hot Five 

I4-23-I8-I2-25 

MARYLAND 

Mid-day Pick 3 

I-3-9 

Evening Pick 3 

4-0-8 

Mid-day Pick 4 

2-9-6-9 

Evening Pick 4 

6-6-5-3 

Match 5 I3-I7-22-28-3I Bonus: 8 

VIRGINIA 

Mid-day Pick 3 (Wed.) 

I-8-I 

Evening Pick 3 (Tues.) 

9-2-4 

Mid-day Pick 4 (Wed.) 

8-6-9-7 

Evening Pick 4 (Tues.) 

3-4-9-I 

Mid-day Cash 5 (Wed.) 

8-I4-27-28-29 

Evening Cash 5 (Tues.) 

2-3-I5-I9-32 

MULTI-STATE GAMES 

Mega Millions (Tues.) 

I6-24-3I-46-47 

Mega Ball 

47 


All winning numbers are official only when validated 
at a lottery ticket location or a lottery claims office. 
Drawings that occur after Express’s deadline will be 
published two days later. 


CHESAPEAKE, VA. I Jurors reached 
no verdict Wednesday during a full 
day of deliberations in the capital 
murder trial of sniper suspect Lee 
Boyd Malvo. 

The jury was to resume delib- 
erations at 9 a.m. Thursday. 

The jurors asked several ques- 
tions at the end of the day, includ- 
ing a request to again see the 
Chevrolet Caprice that Malvo and 


Decades-Old Suit 
Could Be Near End 

WASHINGTON I The attorney in a 
decades-old class action lawsuit 
over the treatment of the mentally 
ill in the District said Wednesday 
the suit could end in a year if the city 
continues to reform its services. 
“The District was about 20 


Muhammad allegedly used during 
last year’s deadly shooting spree in 
the Washington, D.C., area. Circuit 
Judge Jane Marum Roush denied 
the request, saying “we really don’t 
want the jurors pawing through” 
the car. 

The jury also asked for help with 
the definition of malice, a neces- 
sary element to a murder convic- 
tion. (AP) 


years behind and now it’s caught 
up,” said Peter Nickles. The suit was 
fried in 1974 on behalf of more than 
10,000 people “warehoused” at St. 
Elizabeths Hospital, Nickles said. It 
contends individuals are entitled to 
the “least restrictive setting” for the 
treatment of mental illness. 

He said a judge recently approved 
a set of 15 performance measures that, 
if met, would end the suit, (express) 
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The best of Johann Strauss Jr. in 
celebration of the Viennese New Year! 

the Strauss Symphony ofAmerka" 

Johannes Wildner, Conductor (Vienna) 
Christiane Boesiger, soprano (Vienna) 
Thomas Sigwald, tenor (Vienna) 

Vienna Opera Ballet 

Saturday, Jan. 3, at 8:00 pm 
The Concert Hall 

Tickets: 

202 - 467-4600 or 1 - 800 - 444-1324 
www.kennedy-center.org 


Information: 1-800-545-7807 www.salutetovienna.com 


The Kennedy Center 


WEB MEMBERSHIP WEB MEMBERSHIP WEB MEMBERSHIP WEB MEMBERSHIP 


IMHHIS) 

WE CAN HELP! 


No Credit Check 
Hassle Free 

Fast and Easy Approval 
Direct Deposit Required 

2 EASY STEPS 
^ Go to www.motinc.net and fill out an 
application or call 1-800-391-0225 
e Sit back and wait for the $ 

Se Habla Espanol 

http;//vvww.nnotinc.net 
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visit US at www.rodmans.com 


Rodman^s 


BEER BLAST!! 



Miller Draft/Ught.. 

.12oz Can 30pk... 

14.99 

Budweiser Orig/Light,.... 

.1202 Can 12pk... 

..7.99 

cs 13.99 

Coors Light 

,.12oz Can 30pk... 

14.99 

Samuel Smith’s Ales &. Lagers. 12oz Btl 4pk.. 

7,99 

Corona Extra/Ltght 

.12oz Btl 12pk 

9.99 

CS 19,95 

Pilsner Urquell 

.12ozBtl 12pk 

9.99 

Stelia Artois 

..12ozBtl 6pk.,... 

5.99 

cs 21.99 


MICRO BREW-120Z BTL 



Foggy Bottom Ale, Lager 

6pk 

5.99 

Sierra Nevada Pate Ale, Cefebration Ate 

6pk 5.99 

Sam Adams Lager, Ugbi 

12pk 

9.99 



FRENCH WINES 

Hu gel 

“Gentir....... 

...6.49 

Mouton Cadet 


Red a White Bordeaux....... 

...5.99 

Louis Jadot 


Beaujolais Villages 

...5,99 

Macor^ Villages 

..6.99 

Pouilly Fuisse 

.14,99 


CHAMPAGNE & 
SPARKLING WINE 

Domaine Ste. Mtchelle..... 7.99 

Korbel Bmt/X-Dry.„* 6.99 

Domaine Chandon ..12.99 

Roederer Estate — 1 5.99 

OeutzN.V. Bait 19.99 

Nicolas Feuillatte 

N.V. Bait 22,99 

Mumm Cordon Rouge. ,...25.99 

Pol Roger N.V. Brut 25.99 

Perrier Jouet N.V. Brut.. ..26,99 

Taitlmger N.V. Brut ...26.99 

Veuve CJicquot 

N.V, Brut ....31,99 


AMERICAN WINES 

Pepperwood 

Assorted Types 4.99 

BV "Coastar 

Chardonnay, Cabernet Merlot..6,49 
Beringer ^Founders'" 

Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot..6.99 
Chateau Ste, Michelle 

Sauuignon BE..... ..6,99 

Chardonnay 7.99 

Cabernet *.,10.99 

Barnard-Griftin 

Fum§ Bt or Chardonnay 7.99 

Cabernet or Merlot .11,99 

Robert Mondavi "'Napa Valle/' 
Chardonnay ,.,.1 2.99 

Cabernet.,.,...,....-.. 16.99 


Coca-Cola 



VINTAGE 

Seltzer Water 


1ltr 


Assorted: Flavors 


Case of 12 


* 3.99 


BLOCKBUSTERS! 

Dom Perignon 

1995 

.99.99 

Lindemans “Cawarra" 

1.5ltr 

Sem-Chard. Shiraz-Cab. 

.6.99 

Bouvet Brut 

Freixenet 

...6.99 

'"Carta Nevada" Brut.,,,, 

4.99 


WINE SALES @ OUR 

WISCONSIN AVE. STORE! 
5100 WISCONSIN AVE. NW 

>'/,SLOCKSFROM 
fmeNDSHIP HEIGHTS METRO 

(202) 363 • 3466 


Wisconsin Ave. 
Mon.-Sat 9ani-10pm 
Sun. 10am-7pm 

FREE PARKING 
GOODmRUOec.2Si2003 


read. ride, recycle. 


When you’re done with today’s Express, pass it on. 

Or, dispose of it in a Metro recycling bin 
or other proper receptacle. And thanks for reading. 


express 
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Money 


NYSE to Split Top 
Job, Shift Board 


Exchange responds to 
pay scandal, lawsuit 
with new concessions 

WASHINGTON I Federal regulators, 
responding to a scandal at the New 
York Stock Exchange, approved 
an overhaul Wednesday after the 
exchange agreed to split its top exec- 
utive position to avoid massing too 
much power in one person. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission voted 5-0 to approve 
the overhaul plan proposed by the 
exchange’s interim chairman, John 
Reed, and endorsed last month by 
98 percent of the exchange’s mem- 
bers. The plan will establish a small- 
er and more independent board of 
directors to oversee regulation of 
the exchange and appointment of an 
autonomous regulatory officer. 


N E w YO R K I The outlook for the holi- 
day season appears murky, as the 
nation’s two biggest consumer elec- 
tronics chains offered mixed third- 
quarter results on Wednesday. 

Best Buy said earnings more 
than doubled in the third quarter 
on strong sales of notebook com- 
puters, flat-panel televisions and 
digital cameras and camcorders. 


The nation’s largest stock 
exchange is emerging from contro- 
versy that arose in September over 
its chairman’s pay and power. 

On Tuesday, the nation’s largest 
public pension fund, the $154 bil- 
lion California Public Employees 
Retirement System, 
announced it was 
filing a class-action 
lawsuit against the 
NYSE and seven 
trading firms, alleg- 
ing that fraudulent 
practices cost the 
system millions of dollars. 

CalPERS and other public pen- 
sion funds have insisted that the 
proposed NYSE reforms aren’t 
enough to restore investors’ trust, 
shaken by revelations of the $188 
million pay package of former chair- 
man Dick Grasso. marcy cordon (a p) 


matching projections. 

Meanwhile, rival Circuit City 
swung to a profit for its third quarter 
even as sales fell slightly. However, 
when excluding results from its bank 
card operations, its results came in 
below expectations. 

Experts said Best Buy continues 
to gain despite the success of Wal- 
Mart and other discounters, (ap) 


In Brief 

RESOURCES 

Oil Prices Surge Ahead 

Crude futures prices surged 
Wednesday, leaping to heights not 
seen since just before the U.S.-led 
war in Iraq, as government inven- 
tory data revealed oil inventories had 
again dwindled to the lowest level ever 
recorded in December. January light, 
sweet crude futures on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange settled 46 cents 
higher at $33.35 a barrel — a front- 
month high not seen since March 17, 
when prices reached $36.40 a barrel. 
Crude stocks are now hovering just 
above the crucial 270 -million-bar- 
rel guidepost the National Petroleum 
Council issued as an indicator of low 
oil supplies, (ap) 

IPO WATCH 

Travel Site Orbitz Trades 
Heavily on Opening Day 

Orbitz Inc. made a roller-coaster 
debut as a publicly traded com- 
pany Wednesday — its shares ini- 
tially surging 18 percent before 
finishing the day below their ini- 
tial public offering price in heavy 
volume that underscored investors’ 
revived interest in IPOs. The four- 
year- old Internet travel company, 
backed by the five biggest U.S. 
airlines, raised nearly $100 mil- 
lion from the IPO as it takes aim 
at its two larger competitors in the 
growing business: Expedia and 
Travelocity. The company’s stock, 
priced at $26 per share Tuesday, 
jumped quickly to $30.75 before 
tumbling to close at $24.98. (ap) 


Best Buy Outpaces Rival Circuit City 



Reed 


Market Action 

New York Stock Exchange NASDAQ Stock Market 


Gainers 


STOCK 

LAST 

DAILY 

CHANGE 

DAILY 

PERCENT CHANGE 

Footstar 

4.75 

+.48 

+11.2 

TwrAuto 

6.15 

+.62 

+11.2 

CmcIMtl 

30.00 

+2.90 

+10.7 

AGCO 

18.80 

+1.73 

+10.1 

MarineMx 

18.15 

+1.59 

+9.6 

Losers 




BIkHICp 

28.21 

-4.33 

-13.3 

BarryRGh 

4.40 

-.49 

-10.0 

Greif A 

34.70 

-3.15 

-8.3 

vjGrace 

2.62 

-.23 

-8.1 

ProvHIth 

14.20 

-1.19 

-7.7 

Rates 



CURRENT 

PREVIOUS WEEK 

Prime Rate 


4.00 

4.00 

Fed Funds close 

1.00 

1.00 

3-month 


0.88 

0.89 

2-year 


1.80 

1.92 

10-year 


4.19 

4.32 

30-year 


5.02 

5.15 


Gainers 


STOCK 

LAST 

DAILY 

CHANGE 

DAILY 

PERCENT CHANGE 

MACC 

3.09 

+.64 

+26.1 

HghwyH 

3.87 

+.69 

+21.7 

ViroLogc 

3.45 

+.57 

+19.8 

Zoltek 

6.21 

+1.02 

+19.7 

LaCrose 

6.81 

+1.09 

+19.0 

Losers 

DiamHIl rs 

6.00 

-1.14 

-16.0 

MKTGrs 

4.55 

-.85 

-15.7 

Rambus 

25.88 

-4.17 

-13.9 

Minorpin rs 

2.25 

-.35 

-13.5 

PaulaFn 

2.46 

-.35 

-12.5 


Currency (Dollars in foreign currency) 


TODAY PREVIOUS DAY YEAR AGO 

British Pound .5657 .5696 .6256 

Canadian Dollar 1.3263 1.3248 1.5501 

European Euro .8062 .8105 .9725 

Japanese Yen 107.36 107.43 121.24 

Mexican Peso 11.2450 11.2545 10.2500 

Taiwanese Dollar 34.03 34.01 34.79 


DOW NASDAQ S&P500 



+0.16 

10145.26 

-0.15 

1921.33 

+0.13 

1076.48 

Bank Stacks 



DAILY 

YEAR TO DATE 

STOCK 

LAST 

CHANGE 

PERCENT CHANGE 

BcBilVArg 

12.91 

+.03 

+33.0 

BcoSnCH 

11.10 

+.10 

+57.4 

BankOne 

43.85 

-.26 

+20.0 

Bk of Am 

77.88 

CO 

CO 

+' 

+11.9 

Barclay 

34.95 

+.90 

+41.5 

CredSuiss 

34.77 

-.88 

+63.4 

DeutschBk 

76.72 

-1.53 

+68.9 

FleetBost 

42.00 

+.27 

+72.8 

HSBC 

76.18 

-.29 

+38.6 

JPMorgCh 

35.66 

-.06 

+48.6 

LloydTSB 

30.43 

+.39 

+6.4 

UBS AG 

67.33 

-.02 

+39.9 

US Bancrp 

28.36 

+.24 

+33.6 

Wachovia 

45.78 

-.08 

+25.6 

WelIsFrgo 

57.30 

+.15 

+22.3 
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Sports 


Hall-of-Fame QB 
Graham Dies From 
Heart Condition 

PRO FOOTBALL | Otto Graham, the 
Hall of Fame quarterback who led 
the Cleveland Browns to a cham- 
pionship game in every season he 
played, has died. He was 82. 

Graham died in Sarasota, Florida, 
team spokesman Todd Stewart 
said Wednesday. He was taken to 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital earlier 
in the day with the same heart con- 
dition that killed actor John Ritter, 
said his son, Duey Graham. 

Nicknamed “Automatic Otto,” 
Graham never missed a game as a 
pro while passing for 23,584 yards 
and 174 touchdowns. He finished his 
career with an astounding 105-17- 
4 regular- season record, (ap) 


BASEBALL | CENTER OF ATTENTION 



CATCHING ON: After signing a three-year, $39 million contract with the New 
York Yankees, outfielder Gary Sheffield was mobbed by reporters Tuesday. 


Blockbuster Trade Dealt Setback 


Bostons plan for Rodriguez’s contract rejected 


PRO BASEBALL I The baseball players’ 
union rejected Boston’s proposed 
changes to Alex Rodriguez’s con- 
tract Wednesday, jeopardizing 
trade talks between 
the Red Sox and 
Rangers. 

Rodriguez and 
Boston gener- 
al manager Theo 
Rodriguez Epstein spent the 
day meeting with 
Scott Boras, the shortstop’s agent, 
and Gene Orza, the union’s No. 2 
official. 

Still, the trade is not dead yet. 

Boras expects the parties to 


meet again Thursday, and Texas 
owner Tom Hicks set a Thursday 
evening deadline for an agree- 
ment that would send Rodriguez 
to Boston for Manny 
Ramirez in a swap 
of baseball’s high- 
est-paid players. 

“The dialogue 
is continuing,” 

Boras said. Should 
the trade happen, 

Boston will likely trade shortstop 
Nomar Graciaparra. 

Rodriguez has completed three 
seasons of his record $252 million, 
10 -year contract and Ramirez has 


finished three seasons of his $160 
million, eight-year deal. 

Boston wants Rodriguez to 
rework his contract, but baseball’s 
collective bargaining agreement 
says deals can be reworked only to 
add benefits for players. 

“We did suggest an offer the club 
could make to Alex,” Orza said. “As 
was its right, the club chose not to 
make it.” Orza and Boras wouldn’t 
detail Boston’s proposal. Rodriguez’s 
contract has $179 million remain- 
ing on it. 

“The principle involved is a tran- 
scendent one, affecting all of Alex’s 
fellow players,” Orza said. “To his 
credit, Alex, from the outset, rec- 
ognized this.” RONALD BLUM (AP) 




Ramirez 


Fassel Handed 
Pink Slip by N.Y. 


Coach will remain 
in charge of Giants for 
last 2 games of season 

PRO FOOTBALL | Coach Jim Fassel 
was fired by the New York Giants 
after a disappointing season that 
began with hopes of reaching the 
Super Bowl. 

“It’s time. They need a change, I 
need a change. It’s the right thing to 
do,” Fassel said Wednesday. 

He will coach the last two games 
of the season. Fassel had a year left 
on his contract at a salary of about 
$2.5 million. 

Fassel was told of the decision 
Tuesday in a meeting he requested 
with Giants co-owners Wellington 
Mara and Bob Tisch and executive 
vice president John Mara. 

A Super Bowl team three seasons 
ago and expected to contend again, 
the Giants (4-10) have dropped six 
straight games to fall to last place in 
the NFC East. It’s the team’s longest 
losing streak in 10 years. 

In seven seasons as the Giants’ 



Jim Fassel’s Giants have a 4-10 record, 
leading to Misfiring Tuesday morning. 


coach, Fassel is 60-54-1, including 
the postseason. Among the possible 
successors to Fassel are Louisiana 
State University coach Nick Saban, 
former Jaguars coach Tom Coughlin 
and the Patriots’ two coordinators: 
Romeo Crennel and Charlie Weis. 
Coughlin, Crennel and Weis were 
Giants assistants under Bill Parcells. 

TOM CANAVAN (AP) 


TOUCHDOWN CELEBRATIONS ~ 

“I’ve got two more games left [this 
season] — that’s two more fines, then 
I’m finished for the rest of my career 
with the fines.” 

-CINCINNATI WIDE RECEIVER CHAD JOHNSON 

PENALIZED $10,000 FOR WAVING A SIGN SUNDAY ASKING NOT TO BE FINED 



Coles Has Stress Fracture in Foot 


Clarett Cleared in 
Ohio State Probe 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL I Ohio State 
investigators found no evidence of 
academic misconduct by suspend- 
ed star tailback Maurice Clarett or 
other athletes. 

University president Karen 
Holbrook said Wednesday that a 
committee did not discover any 
instances of athletes receiving inap- 
propriate help from tutors or prefer- 
ential treatment by professors. 

Holbrook said federal privacy 
laws prevent the university from 


revealing information about spe- 
cific students. 

Acommittee was formed to review 
athletes’ academic performances after 
The New York Times reported in July 
that Clarett passed a class in 2002 
by taking two oral exams. 

Clarett, who led the Buckeyes 
to a national title last season, was 
suspended this year for accepting 
money from a family friend and 
lying about it to investigators. 

Chemistry professor Matthew 
Platz, who led the school’s investi- 
gation, said the NCAA reviewed the 
committee’s report and indicated 
it will not take action, (ap) 


PRO FOOTBALL | Washington 
Redskins receiver Laveranues Coles 
said Wednesday he has played near- 
ly the entire season with a stress 
fracture in his foot. 

The injury, which has bothered 
Coles since September, has made it 
painful to run routes, but it hasn’t 
stopped him from being one of 
the team’s most valuable assets 
in a dismal year. Coles leads the 
Redskins (5-9) with 69 catches 
for 1,023 yards. 

“I tried to keep it under wraps,” 
Coles said. “Because as a football 


player, I feel there should be no 
excuses.” 

Coles will play the final two 
games, but said he will have to 
wear a cast for four to eight weeks 
once the season is over. If the foot 
hasn’t healed by then, he might 
have surgery. 

Coles has missed several practic- 
es in recent weeks, with coach Steve 
Spurrier referring to the injury as 
a “turf toe.” 



Laveranues Coles may need surgery. 


Coles hasn’t missed a game, 
but his production has declined in 
recent weeks. Joseph white (ap) 


^ I Playing out the string: Mark Maske discusses the Redskins’ disappointing season and 
I previews Sunday’s game with the Bears I washingtonpost.com/liveonline at 10:45 a. m. 


10 I EXPRESS I 12.18.2003 I THURSDAY 




ESSIbau 

RA^^BQX 





^^dnds 


ofPo, 




lesi 


ARRIVING 

FEBRUARY 2004 
IN TIME FOR 
THE GAME 



DESTINATION: CONTENTS: 

YOUR LIVING ROOM BIG SCREEN TV AND 

SURROUND SOUND 
FOR THE DAY* 

(All that you need is your BUDDIES and a LIVING ROOM big enough to hold all the Best Buy™ party gear.) 

^chaperones not included and sorry, but you don't get to keep the stuff. 


ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN. 

Come in and play at our newly redesigned stores ONLY IN WHITE MARSH, STERLING and 
POTOMAC YARD in the Washington and Baltimore areas. 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE CHANCES OF WINNING. Open to legal residents of the U.S. and D.C., 18 or older, who reside in a 75-mile radius of Chicago, IL or Washington, D.C. 
Void where prohibited. Subject to Official Rules available at participating stores. To Enter: Visit any above listed Best Buy store during regular store hours beginning 12/14/03. Complete Official Entry Eorm and deposit in store's drop box by 
close of business 1 /1 1 /04. Limit 1 entry per person/household; 1 winner, each randomly selected from Chicago and D.C. area markets. Prizes/Odds: Great Eootball Party for up to 1 5 people at winner's home on 2/1 /04, ARV ^580. Big 
screen TV and home entertainment equipment remains property of Best Buy. Odds depend on number of entries received by market area. Sponsor: Best Buy Stores, LP, Richfield, MN. © 2004 Best Buy DC-20841 
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Sports 


Ravens Try to Prevent 
A Repeat of Last Season 


PRO FOOTBALL I A year ago, the 
Baltimore Ravens’ playoff hopes 
hinged upon beating Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh in their final two 
games. Baltimore lost twice and 
finished 7-9. 

The Ravens face the same scenar- 
io this year, with one significant dif- 
ference: They’re better equipped to 
handle the task. “You would hope so,” 
coach Brian Billick said Wednesday. 
“We have more experience, having 
been down this road before.” 

Fielding one of the youngest 
teams in NFL history, Billick last 
year kept Baltimore in the playoff 
hunt until the final two games — a 
14-13 loss at home against Cleveland 
a 34-31 defeat at Pittsburgh. 

That Ravens team had Jeff Blake 
at quarterback and Bernardo Harris 
at middle linebacker in place of the 
injured Ray Lewis. 

Anthony Wright is now the start- 



Spurrier Promises 
Changes in 2004 

PRO FOOTBALL I Washington 
Redskins coach Steve Spurrier is 
promising changes for next season. 
The specifics will have to wait until 
this one is done. 

Spurrier sought Wednesday to 
quell reports he is considering chang- 
es to his coaching staff Otherwise, 
it appears a different look is in store 
for Spurrier’s third year. 

“I’ve never mentioned anything 
about changing coaches,” Spurrier 
said. “All I’ve said is we’ve got to do 
something different around here. 
We’ve got to restructure, reorga- 
nize, regroup, whatever you want 
to call it.” 

Spurrier did not elaborate on what 



Diamonds 

VoTcd “Best place to buy.,,*’ 
by Washingtonian readers 


Washington To NY & NYTo Washington 


Transportation Provided by: Sharmash Bus Corp. US DOT# 8J 



Fine {Quality - All sizes available - S37S St up 

FaUs Church, VA - 703.536.3600 


Washington Diamond.coiti 



Special Offer! 

$ 901 ^^ 35 ^ 

vr I V lg^^dtrip ^ 

See Our Website fer Holiday Schedule 


WASHINGTON DELUXE BUS SERVICE nn toll free BUS-NY-DC 

7d.8-387-T523 OK 1-866-287 69 32 

WWW.WASHINGTONDELUXE.COM 
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Brian Billick’s Ravens are tied forfirst 
place in the AFC North with the Bengals. 

ing quarterback, Lewis is playing 
like an MVP and the rookies are 
accustomed to life in the NFL. 
So as the Ravens (8-6) prepare 
for Sunday’s game in Cleveland 
and peek ahead toward the fina- 
le against Pittsburgh, they believe 
they’re better prepared for the 
stretch run. david ginsburg (ap) 


SteveSpurrier hasn’t said what chang- 
es he plansfor next season in D.C. 

he means by “restructure, reorganize, 
regroup,” deferring such questions 
until the end of the season. Such 
words are usually associated with 
front office shakeups, an area over 
which Spurrier has no control, (ap) 


TODAY’S TV LINEUP 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL (7:30 on ESPN2)Two 
of the nation’s top quarterbacks are on 
display when Ben Roethlisberger leads 
Miami (Ohio) against Stefan LeFors and 
Louisville in the GMAC bowl. 

PRO BASKETBALL (7:30 p.m. on TNT) 
Only half a game separates Minnesota 
from first-place Dallas in the Midwest 
division. 


PRO BASKETBALL (10 p.m. on TNT) 
Underachieving Portland (11-11) hosts 
the Phoenix Suns (9-16). 

PRO HOCKEY (8 p.m. on ESPN) The 
Islanders and Rangers play. 

PRO FOOTBALL (7 p.m. on ESPN) The 
Pro Bowl teams are announced on the 
Pro Bowl selection show. Why do they 
televise this again? 


iAMSUNG BIOS 

=LESS YOUR HOLIDAY GIFT CENTER 


$g999 

per month for two phones 

T-MOBILE FAMILYTIME PLAN 
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• UNLIMITED night and weekend minutes 
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410-685-6666 
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SAMSUNG E105 
S.R.P. $199.99 

Transferring your wireiess 
number? Bring us your 
wireiess biii. 


ir BONUS CODE: EXP1218 


@ zones 

Text messaging: a simple 
way to stay in touch. 


Sim ply Wi reless t ■ Mobue- 

I # I TM authorized dealer 

making communication simple 

*Special price with new activation of rate plans $34.99 and above. Offer expires 1 2/3 1 /03. Some restrictions apply. 

Coverage not available in all areas. Credit approval and one-year service agreement required with $200 early termination fee per number.Taxes, assessments, tolls and roaming charges additional. Unused 
minutes do not carry forward to a subsequent billing cycle. Any fraction of a minute used is rounded up and charged or deducted at the full minute rate; calls are measured from the time the Network begins 
to process the call (before the phone rings or the call is answered) through its termination of the call. Weekends defined as midnight Fri. through midnight Sun. Nights are defined as 9pm to 6:59am Mon. to 
Thu. and 9pm to 1 1:59 pm Fri.Rebate is a mail-in offer which requires the purchase of an Samsung BIOS and a newT-Mobile activation on a qualifying rate plan. See materials inT-Mobile stores for complete 
details, offer dates and proof-of-purchase requirements. Rebates not available on FamilyTime $ 1 0 add a line. Except where noted, all rates are for domestic calls. Free domestic long distance (but not for credit 
card or operator-assisted calls) and roaming are available on the national GSM digital network ofT-Mobile and its U.S. roaming partners. Mobile-to-mobile minutes require bothT-Mobile subscribers to be on 
theT-Mobile digital network in the U.S. Our PCS system is not compatible with analog TTY, which may prevent or delay emergency calls. Additional lines of service on the FamilyTime rate plan are $10 per 
month; 5 lines max. All lines of service must be activated in the sameT-Mobile market and must have the same billing address. Activation fee applies for each line of service. Minutes are shared between all 
phones on a first come, first served basis. Your use of the service constitutes acceptance of the T-Mobile terms and conditions including the mandatory arbitration clause. Additional restrictions apply; see 
Terms and Conditions at t-mobile.com for details.T-Mobile is a registered trademark of Deutsche Telekom AG. ©2002 
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Lookout 



GUESS NOT: Giving gift cards, like those on display atthis Wal-Mart in Little Rock, 
Ark., ensures recipients get exactly what they want — most ofthetime. 


Holiday shopping 
cards sound great, 
but watch for fees 

G I FTS I Like more and more holiday 
shoppers, Juliette Coulter of Dallas 
thinks the right gift for many friends 
and family members is plastic and 
fits in a wallet. 

She’s spending $300 this sea- 
son on gift cards from Target, Old 
Navy, Starbucks and other stores. 
It means no worrying, for exam- 
ple, about size or style for a pair of 
nephews age 9 and 14. 

“They have very specific tastes, 
and I don’t want to get them the 
wrong thing,” she said. “I want them 
to think I’m the cool aunt.” 

Gift cards are hotter than 
ever this season, with merchants 
expected to sell more than $17 bil- 
lion worth during the holidays, or 
8 percent of all business. 

Yet as the cards become more 
familiar, many recipients are grum- 


bling about some headaches associ- 
ated with them — fees if the cards 
are not used quickly, problems get- 
ting replacements if they are stolen 
or lost, and questions about what 
to do with those last few dollars or 
even cents of credit. 

Aware of the issues, some store 
chains are revising their policies or 
doing more to educate customers 
about how to get the most out of 
gift cards. 

Coulter said she doesn’t worry 
about card fees because her recip- 
ients use them quickly — which is 
often the only way to make sure you 
get full value. 

Dennis Fish of Atlanta learned 
that the hard way. 

Fish purchased a $120 gift cer- 
tificate from a spa for himself and 
his wife last year. They waited just 
over a year to use it — and were 
hit with a 20 percent “reactivation” 
charge. The card had a one -year 
expiration period. 

“Never will I buy one again until 


I know the policies,” he said. 

Brad Ferris of Washington says 
gift cards “drive me nuts.” 

“If you get a $300 card and you 
only purchase $250, you end up 
forking out more money to these 
stores because they don’t refund the 
cash you don’t spend,” he said. 


Besides reactivation fees, some 
store cards carry a kind of reverse- 
interest that’s charged over time. 
Bank-issued cards often have an 
initial charge. 

“Consumers are going to find 
out that their gift cards are not 
worth as much as they thought 


they were,” said Gail Hillebrand 
of the consumer advocacy group 
Consumers Union of U.S. Inc. 

Retailers say reactivation and 
other fees help cover costs to 
maintain the systems that track 
card credits, and are fair because 
the costs are charged only to con- 
sumers who delay. 

Michael Brown, a retail oper- 
ations specialist at Kurt Salmon 
Associates, estimated that 10 per- 
cent to 15 percent of the value of 
the cards are never used. 

Hillebrand knows how gift-giv- 
ers can prevent that. 

“Write a check,” she advised. 

ANNE D’INNOCENZIO (AP) 


THE FINE PRINT 

A sampling of retailers with 
gift-card fees or restrictions: 

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. charg- 
es $1 fee per month after 24 con- 
secutive months of inactivity. 

Barnes & Noble Inc. will 
replace damaged cards, but not 
stolen or lost cards. 

Simon Properties-Visa gift 
card program has an initial fee of 
$1 .50 and a service fee of $2.50 
permonth beginning with the 
seventh month. 



5-Hour Party Package Includes: 

Open Bar 

Party Favors • Deluxe Dinner Buffet 
Rockin' DJ for Dancing the Night Away 
Toast to the New Year at Midnight 

$150 


HO HO HOLIDAY CRUISE SPECIAL! 

$10 OFF 

FHoliday Lunch Cruises On Select Dates. 

Not valid with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. 

Mention code lOPl 5 to receive offer. 


What a great time! What a great value! 

Get more bang for your buck this New Years Eve aboard DCs ultimate floating 
party place - the Spirit of Washington II. 


Pier 4 , 6fh & Wafer Sts., S.W. 
spiritofwoshington.com 


Coll toll free: l-866-2n-38n 
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. . . Often it’s Type A personalities 
who hate flying because they’re 
used to being in charge . . . 

. . . Subscribing to an airline’s 
weekly e-mail alert doesn’t 
necessarily give you an advantage 
in nabbing those cheap weekly 
fare sales . . . 


Alexander I Business Columnist 

Writing that gets you there. 
Tuesdays in Business. 

fDasltington |)o$t 
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Entertainment 


Cabaret Christmas; 

Sending Up Santa 

“Not Another Holiday Show” 
is another holiday show with a 
twist: This cabaret- style perfor- 
mance features funny songs tak- 
ing on the stress and silliness of 
the season. 

RoundHouse Theatre, 8641 Colesville 
Road, Silver Spring; Fri-Sun., Dec. 19- 
21; 240-644-1100. (Silver Spring) 


FOR COMPLETE EVENT LISTINGS SEE 
WASHINGTONPOST.COM/ENTERTAINMENT 


If s a Bird? If s a Plane? 

If s Actually a Rodent 

Two words: flying squirrels. 
Wheaton Regional Park presents 
a lecture on our local Rocky J.’s and 
will even bribe the furry flyers to put 
on an aerial show for visitors. 

Wheaton Regional Park, 2000 
Shorefield Road, Wheaton; Fri., Dec. 


SOUL SEARCHER: At 32, Macy Gray 
is more comfortable with her odd 
voice but no less introspective. 


Jop 

Stops 


Crazy for You 


Macy Gray hasn’t 
gotten less weird; 
she’s gotten better 

M U S I C I There can be no more potent 
satisfaction for an artist commonly 
and frequently tagged as a weirdo 
than to see your album shoot up 
the charts and to watch audienc- 
es of devoted fans mouthing along 
with your lyrics. 

Weirdos, of course, are rock 


mainstays. But Macy Gray is con- 
sidered weird for a rock star. Still, her 
latest, the aptly titled “The Trouble 
With Being Myself,” blasted up to 
No. 29 on the R&B charts and re- 
established her as a musical force to 
be reckoned with, if an indefinable 
one. She’ll be reminded of how pop- 
ular she is this Thursday, a welcome 
solo comeback after David Bowie, 
for whom she was opening, can- 
celed his East Coast gigs earlier 
this month. 


In 1999, when “neo-soul” was the 
byword for the music of polite young 
ladies who like to sit while singing, 
Macy Gray, an accidental singer from 
Canton, Ohio, was speaking out “On 
How Life Is” in her sexy, girlish, men- 
acing grosgrain voice. 

That’s what happens when you 
don’t — when you can’t — sound 
like anybody else. Gray’s raspy pipes 
made Rod Stewart sound like Mel 
Torme, and her rainbow of funky- 
fresh grooves, her self- celebrating 


style, her confessional songwriting 
owed more to ’70s rock and funk 
than to the satin-sheet soul of her 
chart sisters. With sinuous vibes 
Marvin Gaye would have recog- 
nized and uncompromising lyrics 
even bare-bones folkies might shy 
away from. Gray has proven herself 
one of the most fearless and most 
enjoyable young artists around. 

Her reputation, meanwhile, 
runs from a slightly- out- of-it 
chick to heavy indulger in herb- 
al relaxants to pure nutball. We 
don’t care; when Gray sings “You 
are relating to a psychopath,” the 
groove is so deep, it’s a pleasure to 
go under, (express) 

9:30 Cluh, 815 V St. NW; Thu., Dec. 
18, 10p.m., $35; 703-218-6500. (USt.- 
Cardozo) 



Emperor’s Song; The 

fairy tale “The Nightingale” 
is recounted in a sumptuous 
dance spectacle. 

DANCE 1 14 



Ice Water in His Veins: 

“Frozty the Abomin a ble Snow- 
man” is a seasonal symbol run 
amok. Like your spending. 

STAGE 1 15 



Cookie Crumbles: Add 

a spicy twist to an old 
favorite with cardamom 
in your spritz. 

FOOD I 20 


19, 5:30p.m.; 301-495-2525. 



Apologies to Bullwinkle J. Moose, but 
these little guys are scary-looking. 


Pushkin Plus; 

'Mazeppa’ Opens 

Kirov Opera opens another Pushkin 
staging. “Mazeppa,” set during the 
reign of Peter the Great, tells of the 
struggle of the Ukrainian separat- 
ist to keep plans of his revolution 
secret while falling in love. 

Kennedy Center, 2700 F St. NW; Thu., 
Dec. 18 & Sat., Dec. 20; 7:30 p.m., $40- 
$250; 202-467-4600. (Foggy Bottom) 
Continued on page 14 




Marin Rose y 

Designs \ \ 


The gold standard in fabric handbags 0 



Visit us at www.MarinRoseDesigns.com 
Or contact us at MarinRoseDesigns@aol.com 
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Bound4Broadway 

Is pround to present the 
Second Annual Holiday Show 

HOLIDAYS 
THROUGH 
THE AGES 

December 19 & 20 
at 8 pm 

Northwest High School 

13501 Richter Farm Road 
Germantown, MD 
Tickets Available at the Door 
$10 adults, 

$8 students/seniors 
for additional information, 
see our website: 

www.bound4broadway.org 



THURZ&FRIZ8PM-$12 
SATZ 7:30 & 10PM $12 
SAT&SUN3PM-$8 

"ADULT"IMPROVFRI10pm 

Ballston Common Mall 
4238 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 

Box Office: 

703-294-LAFF 

www.CSzDC.com 




What can 
1.8 million 
people do 
for you? 




They can respond to your ad 

and buy your stuff; rent your condo; apply 
for a job; become your roommate; adopt a 
pet; sign up for a class; and so much more. 
Place a classified ad in The Washington 
Post and Express and reach more than 1.8 
million people daily. Hopefully they won’t 
all call you at once. Don’t wait — call 202- 
334-6200 to place your ad today. 

tOa$l)in0tati |Jast 
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Source: Scarborough 2002 Release 1. 




12 WOMEN 
THAT CAN 
APPRECIATE A 
MAN’S NEED TO 
COLLECT 
THINGS. 

Want us to introduce 
you to them? 

Express Personals 
makes the most 
of your time. 

Join the first mobile dating 
service created for your active 
lifestyle. It goes wherever you 
go, so if you’re always on the 
go, or too busy to catch up with 
conventional dating, then it’s for 
you! Join right now and browse 
profiles of hundreds of local 
singles — one simple phone call 
is all it takes. 


1 -866-628-DATE 

No service? Program this number 
into your phone... caii iater! 


read. 

ride. 

recycle. 

When you’re done 
with today’s Express, 
pass it on. 

Or, dispose of it in a 
Metro recycling bin 
or other proper receptacle. 

And thanks for reading. 
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Weekend Pass Entertainment 



M U S I C I It’s no visit to the retirement 
home to hear these septuagenarians 
sing. And hark, these herald angels 
sure do sing (and dance). 

It’s a full-gospel throwdown 
when the Blind Boys of Alabama 
are led — literally — onstage and 
then cut loose. From tradition- 
al soul- stirrers like “Motherless 
Child,” to originals that are near- 
ly standards 60 years on, to songs 
by a few of their musical progeny 
(Curtis Mayfield, Tom Waits, Ben 
Harper and Funkadelic) — all 
receive the Blind Boys’ blazing 
jubilee treatment. 

Formed at the Talladega 
Institute for the Deaf and Blind 
in the 1930s, the group began 
performing together around age 
14. Their first tour was in 1944, 
in a ’39 Buick driven by a couple 
of deaf classmates. The reception 
was ecstatic, but exploitative record- 



Five Blind Boys, give or take a few 70- 
something “boys,” still sing like angels. 


ing contracts kept them living on 
a shoestring. Still, the sound they 
championed along with the likes of 
Mahalia Jackson helped to inspire 


singers like Aretha Franklin, the 
Four Tops, Little Richard, Stevie 
Wonder and others. 

Of course, white performers like 
Elvis, the Rolling Stones and the 
Beatles eventually dominated the 
radio with their own takes on that 
pioneering influence. Though they 
never stopped performing, the Blind 
Boys seemed to disappear. 

Enter Peter Gabriel, who signed 
the Blind Boys to his Real World 
label in the late ’90s. Their albums 
“Spirit of the Century” and “Higher 
Ground” not only restored their vis- 
ibility and earned them fair royalties 
for the first time, they also provided 
a chance for their musical descen- 
dents to give back. 

Robert Randolph, Solomon 
Burke, Aaron Neville and Shelby 
Lynne are just some of the guests. 
The Boys’ new collection of sacred 
Christmas songs, “Go Tell It on the 
Mountain,” reveals 70 -somethings 
filled with such fire that it must be 
divinely inspired, (bob massey) 

GWU Lisner Auditorium, 730 
21st St. NW; Sat, Dec. 20, 8p.m., $25- 
$45. 202-994-6800. (Foggy Bottom) 


FAIRY TALES I THE EMPEROR’S NEW BIRD 



SONG FOR A LONELY REGENT: Hans Christian Anderson’s lovely story “The 
Nightingale” comes to life in a vibrant dance-driven performance. George 
Mason University, Center for the Arts, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax; Sun., 
Dec. 21, 1 and 4 p.m.. $15, free to children under 13; 703-218-6500. 


TopStops 


Continued from page 13 

Let the Children Play; 

Hungry for Music Benefit 

Join the brightest lights on the local 
roots-roots scene for a worthy-yet- 
rockin’ holiday event — the Hungry 
for Music Benefit and Concert. 
Last Train Home, Bill Kirchen & 
Too Much Fun and others take the 
stage for this fundraiser. Hungry for 
Music runs a musical instrument- 
distribution program for inner-city 
D.C. kids. 

State Theatre, 220 N. Washington 
St, Falls Church; Thu., Dec. 18, 8p.m., 
$16; 703-237-0300. (East Falls) 

Continued on page 19 



Last Train Home will reckon behalf 


of kids getting their own instruments. 
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Entertainment Weekend Pass 



JUST AX SANTA: Hey, kids! Looks like Frozty accidentally cut down someone’s 
Christmas tree. Someone’s getting coal in his stocking this year. 


Egg Nog, Holly & Mayhem 


STAGE I What rough beast slouches 
toward the North Pole to be born? 
It’s Frozty, kids, the Abominable 
Snowman, and he’s serving up great 
steaming platters of violence and 
mayhem this holiday season. 

Welcome to the twisted minds of 
Landless Theatre Company, socially 
stunted jokers who have re-written 
a holiday classic as a taste-free freak 
show with horror by the sleighful 
and parody up the chimney. 


“Frozty the Abominable 
Snowman” sends up science -horror 
classics with a story of mad scien- 
tist Dr. Frozty (Russell Jordan) con- 
scripted by an evil trophy babe (Sarah 
McKnight) to give her rich husband 
the deep -freeze treatment. 

But the ice man (Chad Allen) 
cometh alive, and goes on a homi- 
cidal spree. This show cannot be rec- 
ommended for children whose idea 
of Christmas stage fun is the pastel 


prancing of “The Nutcracker.” 

All we know is it’s not Christmas 
unless one of the season’s beloved 
icons goes medieval on some car- 
olers. Oh, and it’s a musical, with 
songs from D.C.’s own Quiz Show 
Scandals. You’ll laugh, you’ll cringe; 
you’ll never look at a scarf and carrot 
the same way again, (express) 

H Street Playhouse, 1365 H St. NE; 
Fri.-Sat, Dee. 19-10, 10p.m., $10; 202- 
396-2125. 


Back by Popular Demand! 


Hershey Felder as 


“S’Wonder 1 ul...S’MarvelOUS”'[\\Q Washington Post 
"Stunning! Dazzling!” tieviYo& Daily News 
“Gershwin Glorious.” uSfiiJoday 

L 



E 


ixperience the joy and excitement that is the music of George Gershwin. Hershey Felder embodies the spirit and 
talent of the legendary composer. Through songs, letters, conversations and more George Gershwin Alone 
leads you through the fascinating rhythms of Gershwin’s music and tragically short life. 


Limited Engagement-three weeks only! 


January 6 - 25, 2004 

Tickets.com 703-218-6500 www.fordstheatre.org 

This production made possible by a generous grant from Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 


r^Fod’s 

Tneatre 

51 1 Tenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004 


DEPRESSION 


Do you suffer from most of the followiug: 

• Sadness 

• Lack of Motivation 

• Negative Thinking 

• Sleep Problems 

• Appetite or Weight Changes 

• Lack of Concentration 

• Feelings of Anger or Gnilt 

• Are at least 18 years of age 

• Have been feeling this way for at least 4 weeks 

• Are cnrrently sexnally active 

• Are in general good health 

Yon may qnalify to participate in a research stndy. 




For information, 
call 

(202) 994-CARE 


the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL CENTER 


WASHINGTON DC 


r 


Hk front t^c 


VOL. 1 ★ 


RESTAURANT & GRILLE 


★ EST. 1987 


INCREDIBLE 

RIBS 

& 

CRABCAKES 


BEST 

HAPPY 

HOUR 



1333 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. 

(at Dupont Circle) (202) 296-6500 







16 I EXPRESS I 12.18.2003 I THURSDAY 


Weekend Pass Entertainment 


Energy Crisis 


MUSIC I Fuel thought their song 
“Shimmer” was so good they 
released it twice. 

Perhaps the blunt trauma of rep- 
etition is what distinguished Fuel 
from the pack of monosyllabic post- 
grunge bands that mined the same 
sonic territory. Or maybe their vid- 
eos weren’t as lousy as Creed’s. Or 
they had better hair than Live. 


Whatever; something worked 
and their breakthrough album, 
“Sunburn,” went platinum. Now we 
all share in singer Brett Scallions’s 
and lyricist Carl Bell’s personal suf- 
ferings. 

“Hemorrhage (In My Hands),” 
Fuel’s inescapable 2001 hit, filled 
every mall, gym and Land Rover 
with vague distress. 



SUPER-PREMIUM FUEL: muscular, monosyllabic post-grunge with really good hair. 


They supersized that McHit with 
“Falls on Me,” another anthem of dis- 
comfort from their latest album, 
“Natural Selection.” Which is prob- 
ably not an ironic title, though the 
critics would suggest otherwise. 

If Fuel’s albums are any indica- 
tion, you can expect professional 
competence when they hit Nation on 
Sunday night. If you need more dar- 
ing, yell for them to play “Shimmer” 

twice. (BOB MASSEY) 

Nation, 1015 Half St SE; Sun., Dec. 
21, 7p.m., tickets are free through DClOl. 
(Navy Yard) 


express 0 movie showtimes 


I 



Loews 

CiNEPLEX 


IM 

o 


L I D 


I X A 

A Y 


IM IVI I 

ESC 


= IM 

A P 


Save your Loews theatre ticket number 
and register it at enjoytheshow.com 
to win fabulous prizes like 
Wonderland! a new Suzuki this holiday season? 


ESCAPE to 
our Winner 



BRING TOUR Baby to the Movies 

WITH REEL moms! 

If*f MOTHEfi'fi OAY LO E V\/;S 

IVIRV TUIf ftAT AT A , ... 


BARGAIN MATINEES USTED IN ( ) 


Tickets, Torres St More At fANDANSO.COM'^ 


MOTHM'fi BAY LCtE WS: 

EVIRY TUltOAY AT GE^RG 

for DETAILS ABOUT REEL MOMS, VISIT 

www.enjoythestiow.com 



CINEPLEX ODEON I 


MARLOW 6 1 


MARLOW HEIGHTS SHOPPING CENTER 
301-A23-1014 

★ HONEY (PG-13) (12:10 3:40)6:30 9:20 

★ LOVE DON'T COST (PG-13) (12:05 3:25)6:15 9:40 

★ RETURN OF THE KING (PG-13) (1 1 :00 3:00)8:00 

★ STUCK ON YOU (PG-13) (12:15 4:00)6:40 9:30 
HAUNTED MANSION (PG) (12:30 3:50)6:05 8:30 
BAD SANTA (R) (12:00 3:10)6:50 9:00 


C I N E P 

WISCONSIN AVE CINEMASi 


4DflO WISCONSIN AVENUE. N,W. 

202-244-0882 

SOMETHING GOTTA GIVE (PG-13) (12:40 4:00)7:10 9:55 

LAST SAMURAI (R) (12:30 3:45)7:00 10:00 

HONEY (PG-13) (1:00 3:10 5:20)7:30 9:40 

BAD SANTA (R) (1:10 3:20 5:30)7:40 9:45 

ELF (PG) (12:50 3:00 5:10)7:20 9:35 

HAUNTED MANSION (PG) (1:20 3:30)9:50 


S1D0 WISCONSIN AVENUE 
M FRIE NDSHIP HEIGHTS 202-966-7256 

MASTER & COMMANDER (PG-13) (1:00 4:30)8:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON 

WHITE FLINT 5 


NORTH BETH ES DA 

301-881-5216 


LAST SAMURAI (R) (10:15 1:20 4:30)7:45 11:00 
LOVE ACTUALLY (R) (10:30 1:30 4:20)7:15 10:15 
MASTER & COMMANDER (PG-1 3) (1 0:45 1 :40 4:40)7:30 1 0:30 
RETURN OF THE KING (PG-13) (10:00 2:15)6:30 10:45 
HAUNTED MANSION (PG) (11:00 2:00 4:10)7:00 10:00 


CINEPI-eX ODEON; 

OUTER CIRCLE I 


4B4S WISCDNSIH AVENUE. N.W. 

M tenlettown / AU 202-244-3117 


STATION AGENT (R) (2:00 4:30)7:15 9:30 
LOST IN TRANSLATION (R) (1:45 4:15)7:00 9:15 


CIN EPI.EX , OPBWKi 

SHIRLiNGTON 7 


277Z SOUTH HANOOLPH 

203-671-0978 


21 GRAMS (R) (1:50 4:40)7:30 10:10 

LOST IN TRANSLATION (R) (2:00 4:10)6:30 9:00 

MYSTIC RIVER (R) (1:10 4:00)7:00 9:50 

IN AMERICA (PG-13) (1:30 4:20)7:1 0 9:30 

STATION AGENT (R) (1:20 3:40)6:50 9:10 

LOVE ACTUALLY (R) 2 screens) (1:00 3:50)6:40 9:40 

(1:40 4:30)7:20 10:00 


I. 0 EW 8 

WHEATON PLAZA 11 


WHEATON PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER, 
VIERS MILL no BTWN. GEORGIA ft UNIVERSITY 
ON THE SOUTH SlOE OF CIRCUIT CtTY SUILDING 

301-949-9202 

★ RETURN OF THE KING (PG-13) (on 2 screens) 

(10:00 12:00 2:15 5:00)6:30 9:30 10:45 

★ LOVE DON'T COST (PG-13) (12:15 2:40 5:10)7:30 9:45 

★ LAST SAMURAI (R) (12:10 3:30)6:40 9:50 
LOVE ACTUALLY (R) 7:10 10:00 

CAT IN THE HAT (PG) (12:25 2:30 4:35) 

★ HONEY (PG-13) (1:50 4:10)7:00 9:30 
ELF(PG) (1:30 3:50)6:20 8:30 

HAUNTED MANSION (PG) (2:10 4:20)7:00 9:00 
BAD SANTA (R) (12:50 3:20 5:30)7:50 10:10 

★ SOMETHING GOTTA GIVE (PG-1 3) (12:40 3:40)6:35 9:35 

★ STUCK ON YOU (PG-13) (1:00 4:00)6:50 9:20 


lii 


ct Mep,i.ex 
INNER CIRCLE 3 


2301 IM STREET, N JM. 
HI M F oooY BOTTow 202-972-9556 

PIECES OF APRIL (PG-13) (4:50)7:20 9:50 
MATRIX REVOLUTIONS (R) (4:30)7:00 9:30 
DIE, MOMMIE, DIE! (R) (4:40)7:10 9:40 


CIliEPL^X ODEOH 

TYSONS FAIRFAX SQUARE 


8065 LEESBURG PIKE 

703-506-9857 

RETURN OF THE KING {PG-13) (10:00 2:15)6:30 10:45 
HAUNTED MANSION (PG)(DTS DIGITAL)(12:00 2:00 4:00)6:50 9:10 
MASTER & COMMANDER (PG-13) (DTS DIGITAL) (12:10 
3:00) 6:35 9:20 

LAST SAMURAI (R) (DTS DIGITAL) (11:30 2:50)6:10 9:25 
ELF (PG) (DTS DIGITAL) (11:50 2:20 5:10)7:20 9:50 
SOMETHING GOUA GIVE(PG-13) (1 1 :20 2:10 4:50)7:25 10:00 
STUCK ON YOU {PG-13) (1 1 :40 2:25 5:00)7:30 9:55 
LOVE ACTUALLY (R) (1 1 :55 2:40)6:20 9:40 




1350 19TH STREET, NW 

M oupoNT CIRCLE 202-972-9556 

SHATTERED GLASS {PG-13) (1:40 5:00)7:20 9:30 
MYSTIC RIVER (R) (12:50 3:50)6:50 9:50 
KILL BILL VOLUME I (R) (2:00 4:30)7:10 9:40 
IN AMERICA (PG-1 3) (ON 2 SCREENS) (1 :20 3:40)6:30 9:00 
(1:50 4:10)7:00 9:20 



FOR DETAILS ABOUT REEL MOM'S 

VISIT www.enjoythesliow.com 


1-0 EWS 

GEORGETOWN 


3111 K STREET. N.W. 

111/9 1 arji lown 202~342~6033 

SOMETHING GOTTA GIVE (PG-13) (12:40 3:30)6:30 9:20 
STUCK ON YOU (PG-13) (1 :20 4:20)7:00 9:50 
LAST SAMURAI (R) (ON 2 screens) (12:30 2:10 3:40 5:20) 
6:50 8:30 10:00 

LOVE ACTUALLY (R) (on 2 screens) (12:10 3:00) 6:10 
7:30 9:00 10:20 

MASTER & COMMANDER (PG-13) (on 2 screens) 

(12:20 2:40 3:20)6:20 8:40 9:30 

21 GRAMS (R) (ON 2 screens) (1 1 :50 1 :00 4:30 5:40)7:40 1 0:30 
BAD SANTA (R) (12:00 2:50 5:30)8:10 10:40 
ELF (PG) (2:30 5:10)7:50 10:10 
GOTHIKA (R) (1 :30 3:50 5:50)8:20 1 0:50 

HAUNTED MANSION (PG) (2:00 4:50)9:40 
CAT IN THE HAT (PG) (1 :50 4:00) 

THE MISSING (R) (1:10)9:45 
TIMELINE (PG-13) (4:10) 

A WONDERFUL LIFE (NR) 7:00 


ciMepL gjtvODgjom 

UPTOWN j 


3426 Connecticut ave. nw 1/2 block south 
M Cle veland park 202-966-8805 

RETURN OF THE KING (PG-13) (10:00 2:15) 


^ NO PASSPORTS ACCEPTED 


SHOWTIMES FOR - times for 12 / 18/03 


WWW. e n j oythe s h o wxo M 


) COPYRIGHT 2003 


JtE 6 AL CfNEMAS. 

A REGAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP COMPANY 


★ Pass/ Ticket Reslrkrtloptu Apply 
DIG ^OGrrAL SOUND BARGAIN SHOWS IN ( ) 
Ailvartce Tickets at FANDANGO.coin and KKH^ANDAHGO 


LORD OF RINGS: RETURN OF THE 
KING (PG-1 3) DIG ★ (1 030 1 1 00 

1150 120 245 315 410) 605 
700 735 830 1010 
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (NR) DIG 

(1145 345) 725 
HONEY (PG-1 3) DIG (1115 1230 
140 250 535) 805 1035 
LAST SAMURAI (R) - ID REQ'D DIG 
(1040 1220 205 350 540) 715 
915 1025 

CAT IN THE HAT (PG) DIG (1140 
155 415) 
GOTHIKA (R) - ID REQ'D DIG 720 
945 

MASTER & COMMANDER (PG-13) 
DIG (1035 135 435) 730 1030 
BROTHER BEAR (G) DIG (1 225 
240 500) 


Times For 12/18/03 


LORD OF RINGS: RETURN OF THE 
KING (PG-13) ★ (1015 1145 245 
415) 715 845 
LORD OF RINGS: RETURN OF THE 
KING (PG-13) (1100 330) 

LOVE DON'T COST A 
THING (PG-13) (1210 250 530) 

810 1045 

SOMETHING'S GOTTA 
GIVE (PG-13) (1215 1245 400 

430) 710 740 1020 
STUCK ON YOU (PG-13) (1205 

315) 705 1010 
HONEY (PG-13) (1 1 35 220 450) 

735 1015 
LAST SAMURAI (R) - ID REQ'D 

(1200 345) 745 
BAD SANTA (R) - ID REQ'D (105 
340) 725 955 
HAUNTED MANSION (PG) (1140 
215 500) 730 1000 
ELF (PG) ( 1 1 55 230 525) 805 
1040 

LOVE ACTUALLY (R) - ID REQ'D 

(1240 425) 750 


LORD OF RINGS: RETURN OF THE 
KING (PG-13) DIG ★ (1100 1200 

320 430) 800 900 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA 
GIVE (PG-13) DIG (110 410)710 
1010 

STUCK ON YOU (PG-13) DIG ★ 

(120 420) 720 1020 
LAST SAMURAI (R) - ID REQ'D 

(1220 340) 815 
HAUNTED MANSION (PG) (1210 
230 500) 740 1000 
CAT IN THE HAT (PG) (1150 220 
450) 730 945 
MASTER & COMMANDER (PG-13) 
(1240 350) 745 
ELF(PG) (1140 210 440) 735 
1015 

LOVE ACTUALLY (R) - ID REQ'D 

(1250 400) 700 1005 


www.REGmovle5.ciHn 



WHERE I WHEN I WHY 


Ci . Brian DePalma’s new film is a valentine to the 
two directors he loves most: Alfred Hitchcock and 
Brian DePalma . . . 

... It looks like a movie, it sounds like a movie, 
you see it in a movie theater, but it’s not a movie. 
It’s like a 2-1/2 hour preview . . . 


. . . Other than a distressing lack of quality hair 
care products, things are fine in Middle Earth . . . jj 

Stephen Hunter I Movie Critic 

Writing of hits, hoots and horrors. 

Fridays in Style. 

tPasIjingtan fosi 
















HHCColumlriaM 

isnouiopen. 


Discouer the ultimate mouiegoiug eKperieuce. 

♦ loveSeaf-ityle Stadium Seating m W ^ 

* /4 Wall-to-Wall Screem W 

THFATRF^ 

♦ Digital Surround Sound i n i n 

Columbia 14 




i'95 to Rt. i 75 West or 
Rt. 29 to Broken Land Parkwaj^ 
Located in The Mall In Columbia 


Love Don’t Cost a Thing: 12:20, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15 
Something’s Gotta Give: 1:20, 4:25, 7:20, 10:10 
1:35,4:30,7:15,10:00 
12:50,3:10,5:40,8:00, 10:20 
1:00,4:20,7:50 
12:15,2:40,5:00,7:20,9:40 

12:40,2:50,5:05,7:25,9:35 
12:30,2:35,4:55,7:00 
1:20,4:25,7:35, 10:40 
2 : 10 , 5 : 10 , 8:10 

Get your tickets at 410-423-0520 or HoujeUlatcher.com 


Come see WLIF 101. g Lite FM, 6-8 p.m^ 
games and free stocking stuffer goodies 


dfzifx 

^J^Lamondi. & ‘^Lne ^£.uj£.[%y 

Win a Tittciny-style platinum diamond solitaire 
engagement ring from Chip Smyth Diamonds & Fine Jewelry, 
Listen to MIX 106,5 chances to participate in the 
WITH THIS RING proposal contest on Saturday, December 20, 
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Janet Jarman 2001 


“Cockroaches 

''''aonl own®,. 




elp Turn a Life Aroun 


Each month, Bread for the City makes a 
big difference in the lives of over 10,000 
people who need: 

• medical care • social services 

• legal services • food & clothing 


Your contributions make that possibie. Piease give today. 

United Way/CFC #8219 Give oniine at 

202.561.8587 www.BreadFoiTheCity.org 

Design by: Kircher • kircherinc.com 


Ashoka funds 


new Ideas in 


education, health, 


environment. 


and democracy. 


on 5 continents 


and here in DC. 


The highest impact your 
social investment can make. 


ASHOKA INNOVATORS FOR THE PUBLIC 
Please select CFG #1403 ♦ www.ashoka.org/express 


Get a FREE Loews Cineplex baseball 
cap when you purchase a Gift Tin! 

reference promotional code LCEHATW 


Each collectible Gift Tin includes big-screen portions of Pop-Secret® 
microwave popcorn, Twizzlers®, Raisinets® and Milk Duds® candies, 
decoratively packaged and ready to ship, just ^14.99^ 


And, receive a FREE S concession coupon* 

when you purchase a Gift Card of *25 or more. 


Hurry! Supplies are limited. Place your order today online at 
EnjoytheReelDeal.com, or visit any of our fine theatres. 


^4^ LOEWS 

THEATRES 


ONEPLeC 

ODEON 


*Coupon is good for concession purchases only. Coupon is valid from 1/1/04 to 3/31/04. Tius tax where applicable. 


Over 1,400 social 

'f 

^repreneurs in , 

'' 

4iS'B0untrles , 


are improving 


A'- 

Ingme . 


lives of millions 


of people. g 


Weekend Pass Entertainment 



D.C. can’t get enough 
of that new-wave 
vaudeville stuff 

OUT & AB0UTI We begged Lobster 
Boy to come back. We were all, “But 
Lobster Boy, you can’t leave us now; 
your Lobster Boy Revue was so full 
of astounding acts, pulchritudinous 
women and dazzling artistry. If you 
go, the glitter of hope twinkles and 
vanishes with you.” 

And Lobster Boy was all, “I do 
not twinkle, bub” and we were all, 
“Into the pot with you, smart- 
mouth,” and then it got ugly. 

But we’ve since made up, and 
L.B. is back, an accordion clutched 
in his claws, a posse of freaks and 
artistes trailing behind him. He’s 
your big red host of “Lobster Boy’s 
Christmas Special,” an old-fash- 
ioned burlesque show with song 
and dance, illusion and comedy, 
pretty girls and the chimerical hand 
of fate, on the menu this weekend. 
With butter sauce. 

Kidding, L.B. Sheesh. 

Accompanying the (other) guy in 
red are: Evil Pappy Twin, who vies 
with Good Pappy Twin for musical 
supremacy as they rip into scream- 
ing ’80s and ’90s headbanging 
metal on a lute; Sea Monster (tal- 
ents vague); Dren the Liar, who 
does stupid and dangerous things 


for a living, from magic to contor- 
tion, juggling and fire manipulation 
while making jokes about it. Don’t 
believe a word he says. 

Also on tap, other folks who 
do some stuff: Polly the Card 


Girl, tattooed beauty Sugar-Babe 
Goodhue, and Steve Lipmoski and 
his Nutcracker Sven, a real buddy 

act. (EXPRESS) 

Madam’s Organ, 2461 18th St. NW; 
Sun., Dec. 21, 9p.m., $10; lobsterboy.net. 


LIVE MUSIC I TALKING BACK 



REAL LADIES AREN’T NICE: Bigmouth blues with afeminist bent, Saffire 
the Uppity Blues Women have got plenty to sing about. Birchmere, 3701 Mt. 
Vernon Ave.; Alexandria; Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m. $22.50; 703-549-7500. 


Friday in 

| Weekend Seetion 

Pretty on the Outside 

Help yourself to affee sheet ofwrap- 
ping paper designed by this year’s 
Ages 3-12 Christmas Paper Contest 
winner. | Cover 

It’s Greek to Us 

Eve Zibart finds that Bethesda’s 
Athenian Plaka has been revital- 
ized by new owners and a terrific 
menu. | Fare-Minded 

Hometown Gems 

Michael O’Sullivan tells you 
what’s new and noteworthy in 
the East and West wings of the 
National Gallery. | On Exhibit 
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Entertainment Weekend Pass 


You’ll Shoot Your Eve Out 


FILM I Quick: How many times do 
you have to be dared before putting 
your tongue to a frozen flagpole? 

That’s right, the risky triple - 
dog dare is the ne plus ultra of 
boyhood chest-bumping, as dem- 
onstrated with horrible, adorable 
vividness by Bob Clark’s 1983 “A 
Christmas Story.” The movie, based 
on the boyhood reminiscences of 
humorist Jean Shepherd, went from 
cult to cozy and has enshrined in 
every fan’s mind a certain old-fash- 
ioned ideal of Christmas: cynical, 
sentimental, bravura and as curious 
about dirty words (“... only I didn’t 
say ‘fudge’,” as Ralphie woefully 
admits) as only kids can be. 



Peter Billingsley’s Ralphiefixes Santa 
with his most ingratiating smile. 


API resurrects this shiny bauble 
and places it lovingly in its most 
flattering setting — a movie theater. 
Away from the hustle and bustle of 
expanded DVDs and the chintzy, 
interruption-ridden television air- 
ings, “A Christmas Story” blossoms 
on the big screen. 

Bring the little ones, but remem- 
ber that now the evil department- 
store Santa and his malevolent elves 
are going to be 10 feet tall. 

Ho! 

Ho\ 

HO! (EXPRESS) 

American Film Institute, 8633 
Colesville Road, Silver Spring; Fri., Dec. 
19; 6:45p.m., $8.50; 301-495-6720. 


TopStops 


Continued from page 14 

Living Doll; 

Cyndi Lauper 

Anyone who lived through the 
’80s or even heard about them has 
a soft spot for this most unusual girl. 
Cute as a bug in a rug and musical- 
ly uncompromising to boot, Cyndi 
Lauper is still forging her own path 
— which has taken her from hiccupy 
new wave to Prince covers to, most 
recently, ravishing standards on her 
latest album, “At Last” — after 20 
up, down and sideways years in a 



After rough seas, calm weather ahead. 


business that never quite knew what 
to do with her. 

9:30 Club, 815 V St. NW; Fri., Dec. 
19, 9p.m., $35; 703-218-6500. (USt.- 
Cardozo) 



HEADS UP: Gospel-trained and jazz-inflected, smooth soulstress Regina 
Belle brings her pretty pipes to town. Blues Alley, 1073 Wisconsin Ave. NW; 
Thu.-Sat., Dec. 18-21, 8 and 10 p.m., $35; 202-337-4141. 




A SELECTION 
OF TIMELESS, 
HOLIDAY GIETS 


WASHINGTON, DCS 
OFFIdALTREE UGHUNG 
CEREMONY 

December 2, 2003 at 6:00 PM. Officials from 
Washington, DC will accept the 30'foot 
balsam tree as a gift from the Royal Norwegian 
Embassy and the people of Norway. 


TRAIN EXHIBIT 

Visit Norway's largest portable model 
train in the United States. 

Now through ' December 31, 2003 
West Hall 
Hours of Operation: 

Monday ' Saturday 10 AM ^ 7 PM 
Sunday M2 PM ^ 6 PM 


y NIONgTATIO] ^]' 

WASHINGTON D. C. 

Over 130 shops and restaurants. 

For more information, visit our 
website at unionstationdc.com or 
caii 202.289.1908. 


NORWEGIAN HOUDAi" 
BAZAAR 


Come to the Norwegian Holiday Bazaar 
December 5 '6, 2003 
10 AM^6 PM 
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Weekend Pass Food 


Eat, Drink and All That 


HOLIDAY I Ever wonder why you 
don’t like eggnog? Chances are 
you’ve been drinking the pre- 
made stuff from a carton (read: 
gross) and have never had a 
chance to taste the real thing. 
This recipe calls for a cooked egg 
mixture, which minimizes the 
chance of salmonella entering 
the conversation, kim o donnel 

(WASHINGTONPOST.COM) 

Chase your eggnog with spiey ear- 
damom eookies. 



CARDAMOM SPRITZ COOKIES 


1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted but- 
ter, chilled 

1/2 cup superfine sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2egg yolks 
2cups flour 
1/2teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon cardamom 
seeds, crushed using a mor- 
tar and pestle 

1/4 cup sparkling decorative 
sugar 

1/4cup chopped pistachio 
nuts 


Heatthe oven to 375 degrees. Using 
an electric mixer, cream the butter 
until smooth. Addthe sugar and beat 
forone minute. Addthe vanillaextract 
and egg yolks and beatan addition- 
al minute. 

Sifttogethertheflourand salt. 
Spoon theflour mixture into the butter 
mixture and add the cardamom. Beat 
on low speed, then increase to medium 
and mix until the batter is combined. 

Spoon the dough into a cookie 
press and press out onto ungreased 
baking sheets. In asmall bowl, com- 


binethesparkling sugar andthe pista- 
chio nuts, then sprinkle some on each 
cookie. 

Bakejust until theedges of the 
cookies startto turn a pale golden 
color, aboutSto 10 minutes. Remove 
the cookies from the baking sheet 
immediately and cool on a wire rack. 
The cookies will firm upas they cool. 
When they are completely cool, store 
in an airtight container. They may be 
keptfrozen up to two months. 

MAKES 5 DOZEN, (l a times) 


GENUINE EGGNOG 

12eggs 
1 cup sugar 
4cups whole milk 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
nutmeg 

4-12ounces alcohol 
(optional) 


Separate 12eggs. Combinethe 
yolks with 1 cupsugarand mix well 
with a wooden spoon. The mixture 
will thicken and turn a pale yellow. Set 
aside. 

Measure4cups wholemilkand 
place in a saucepan over medium heat. 
As itcomestoasimmer(tiny bubbles 
rising to the surface), spoon out one 
ladle’s worth of milkintotheegg mix- 
ture and stir constantly. Watch for the 


rise in temperature intheegg bowl; 
it should begintofeel warm, which is 
what you want. This process is called 
tempering; the objective is to bringthe 
temperature of the egg mixture clos- 
ertothat ofthemilkto avoid curdling. If 
you need to add more ladles of milkto 
warm the bowl, that’s fine. 

Graduallyaddtheegg mixtureto 
the saucepan and stir over low to medi- 
um heat. The mixture will beginto 


thicken. The goal is a mixture that’s 
approximately 160 degrees and thick 
enoughforafingerstreakonthe back 
of your wooden spoon. As you get 
closer, you may use a whisk, alternat- 
ing with your spoon, to aeratethe mix- 
ture. When it has arrived atthe desired 
state, whiskto help bring down the 
temperature, pour over a strainer and 
let cool in the bowl in an ice bath. 

Add vanilla extract (about 1 table- 


spoon) if desired, and/or grated nut- 
meg. This isalsothetimetoadd any- 
where from4to 12ounces of alcohol — 
including brandy, rum or bourbon. Of 
course, this isoptional, and virgin egg- 
nog isjustas delicious. 

Coverand chill. Serve in small 
glasses , either straightuporonthe 
rocks. Makes approx. 2 quarts. 

ADAPTED FROM “THE ULTIMATE PARTY DRINK 
BOOK” BY BRUCE WEINSTEIN. 




Gold Works 

(Dazdch ^Martin design 

J^rom contemporary to traditionaC 
‘We’ve got zvfiatever your 
dreams are made of. 




' lif f few 
I I 


www.goldworksUSA.com 

Custom Design & Jewelry Repair 

1400 King St. ♦ Alexandria VA 703-683-0333 


Health. 

Tuesdays. 


express 


XX247 


Stop Renting 


Invest in your oum home 


“0” down program 

800 . 505.4980 


Home & Fashion. Fridays. 


express 


^OR THE BEST GIFTS 

# make tracks to Sid Chalet 


f ’ 

b; .'1. 



Ski Chalet has the widest selection of gifts for all the 
skiers and snowhoarders on your holiday list! 



For gift ideas, visit us on the web at 

WWW.SKICHALET.COM 

Largest ski & snowboard shop with the widest seiection in the DC area. 


LOCATIONS: 

Arlington 

2704 Columbia Pike 

703-521-1700 
Tysons Corner 

8338 Leesburg Pike 

703-761-3040 

Chantilly 

14130 SULLYFIELD CR 

703-631-7880 
Shady Grove 

203 Muddy Branch Rd 

301-948-5200 


Buy Gift _ 
certificates online' 
^|j™W.SKICHAlET.COM 


Professional 

Service 

Low Price 
Guarantee 


HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 

10am-9pm 

Saturday 

10am-6pm 

Sunday 

Noon-5pm 
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Classifieds 


JOBS 


ALARM TECH 

NEED 2 WHO WILL WORKTO 
REPLACE 2 WHO WOULD NOT 

Up to $25/hr. Exper in fire, burg, access, CCTV. 
MD/VAlic. 

Caii 800-878-8819 

AUTO — Busy No.va. service station looking for VA 
state inspector. Excei. pay, benefits, working 
environment. 703-978-0707 


AUTO 

POP-A-LOCK 

America's largest unlocking & iocksmith co ser- 
vice seeks entry level Techs full time for wash, 
DC, Montgomery County, McLean, Falls Church & 
Alexandria. Make $24K-$50K+. No exper nec, wili 
train. Must have good driving record - no criminal 
record. Call 202-331-2929; 301-608-8007; 
703-736-9595 or fax 410-381-2160. 


AUTO SALES 

No experience necessary, we will train. The 
DARCARS Automotive Group is the #l voi. Auto 
group in the Washington Metro area with 25 
dealerships in Montgomery Co., RG. Co., Freder- 
ick Co., Charles Co. and Fairfax Co. Due to the 
enormous growth of our company we are seeking 
highly motivated, customer friendly, career 
minded individuals to join our team of profession- 
als. 

We offer: 

• Company car 

• 401 K, 

• Paid vacation 

• $80K+ first year earning potential 

• Rapid advancement into management 

For interview apply in person to Sam Bruner M - F 
Between 9:30am- 7pm At DARCARS Mazda, 
12214 Cherry Hill Rd., Silver Spring, MD. (Corner of 
Rte. 29 and Cherry Hiii Rd.)(30l) 622-0020. 


AUTOMOTIVE — Lincoin Mercury deaiership 
iooking for parts counterperson. Ford 
experience preferred. Piease caii Adam at Bert 

Spriggs Motor Sales 410-263-9234 

BEAUTY Lie hairstylist & mgmt opptys, now avail in 
our NOVA, DC and MD Iocs. Exper pref'd. 
Competitive salary + med/dental, paid holidays, 
vacation + product comm. For an exciting oppty call 
Marilyn, 703-869-3472 or fax resume 800-810-7174 


DATABASE DEVELOPER 

Tired of being downsized? 

We are a leader in the financial information 
services industry, seeking a Database Developer 
for our downtown DC office. GSI is a stable, fast 
growing company maintaining a solid track record 
for over 14 years. 

Qualified candidates must have excellent 
communication and problem solving skills and A+ 
years of developing experience and is proficient 
with writing vb code, asp/xml, vb Script, SQL 
Server 2000 and ADO. Working knowledge of VFP 
is a plus. 

Great pay and benefits, casual environment, 2 
biks from Metro. GSl is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Email your resume and salary require- 
ments to: hr@gsionline.com or fax 202-628-1 133. 


Delivery Supervisor 

Danker Furniture in Gaithersburg seeks 
supervisor for busy scheduling and delivery 
department. Must have good knowledge of DC 
area, three years supervisory experience and 
excellent phone manner and computer skills. Fax 
resume to Ms. Gray at (301) 258-1964. 

Dental Recept— FT position. Requires dental exp 
and computer skills. Good salary and benefits. Fax 
resume to 202-726-3232 

DRIVER $$$ 

Earn $400-$ll00/wk. Busy courier co. Need great 
knowledge of DC or Balto. geo. & own vehicle or 
bike. Apply online www.citypT.com or 301-470-5620 

DRIVER 

Are you tired of spinning your wheels & getting 
nowhere? If so, come & join our company. We offer 
50-55% comm. & starting guar- antees. If own a car, 
pick-up w/cap or van, please call Tara for more 
details, 301-210-1267 or 1-800-938-4151 ext. 267. 
DRIVERS 

ROUTE KNOWLEDGE OF CHANTILLY area Apply in 
person 8am till 12pm 14350 Sulleyfield Circle 
Chantilly VA. 703-631-3446 Brenda. 


HOTEL 

We are currently hiring for the following positions: 

• Front Desk Agents • Room Attendants 

• Banquet Servers • Restaurant Servers 

• Restaurant Supervisors • Night Auditor 

• Overnight House Attendants 

We are located right off of 1-95 and right on Metro 
line. EOE. Please apply in person at Sheraton 
College Park Hotel, 4095 Powder Mill Rd., 
Beltsville, MD. 


MARKET RESEARCHER 

We are looking for sharp, articulate professionals to 
contact corporate executives by phone to 
determine interest in international expansion. 
Flexible P/T hours betw. 8am-6pm at our Tysons 
Corner location. Please call 703-903-9797 or email: 
cdabney@odeiisimms.com 

Medical Assistant 

Front and Back office experience only. 

CBSI. Fax resume to 301-390-1984. 

Models, Actors, Singers & Dance 
TV, music & fashion videos also movies and print. 
1-215-618-1551. 


Fitness instructor 

PT cert, pilates, yoga & cardio. group instructors 
needed in private fitness facility in Gaithersburg, MD 
and Arlington, VA. Send resume to: 

jeffparker@mycompletephysique.com 

Legal 

2 Paralegals needed, must have 2yrs exp of 
corporate/M&A. Salary from mid $40's, the other 
must have 2yrs energy law exp. cite checking & blue 
booking amust. Salary high 40's -i-. Fax resume to 
301-654-1017 or email: staffingconcepts@verizon. 
net 


Management 

Danker Furniture in Rockville is seeking an 
experienced interior designer to fill the position of 
assistant manager. Duties will include showroom 
display for 40,000 sq. ft store, assistance with 
design jobs and management of store two days 
per week. Knowledge of CAD system a plus. 
Salary, benefits, bonus' and opportunity for extra 
income through commissions. Applicants should 
have previous design experience. F ax resume to 
Mr. Gerard at (301) 258-1964. 


MARKETING/ENTRY LEVEL 

SPORTS AND MORE 

Growing Adv. Co. handling a wide range of clients 
has FULLTIME ROOKIE pos. in E-LVL 

• Sales 

• Marketing 

• Promotions 

No Exp. Nec. Rapid Adveemnt. MUST BE able to 
START IMMED. College Degree preferred! Up to 
$40K 1st yr. Call Emily @ 703-534-7056 or fax 
resume to 703-534-7076. 

Marketing Manager 

DC law firm seeks inijiviidual to (develop 
promotional & marketing strategies. 
Must have 6yrs exp. Law Firm pref. 
Salary $80-f. Fax resumes to 
301-654-1017 or email 
staff i ngconcepts@verizon . net 

Plumbers. 5yrs exp. in home remodeling/new work 
req. Vaiid Dr License req. Call 703-360-7965. 


RECEPTIONIST 

Alexandria auto deaiership has F/T position with 
oppty. for advancement. Must have excellent 
phone etiquette & professional demeanor. 
Competitive salary with benefits. Hours eprfect 
for daytime students. Fax resume to 
703-971-5197; call 703-971-9100; or apply at 5630 
S. Van Dorn St., Alexandria, VA. 


RESTAURANT- FT BARTENDER/SERVER 

For local pool hall/bar & grill. Nights, Fridays & 

Saturdays. Exp, preferred. 301-931-7766 

Restaurant Management— $28-60K. Offering a 5 
day work week with exc benefits. Must have 2 -i- yrs 
exper. Fax resume to 703-367-0408 or email 

dcjobz@cs.com 

ROOFING— Exp'd Roofing Mechanics, Sheet Metal 
Mechanics & Helpers. Co. vehicle for mechanics. 
Top pay & benes for qualified individuals. Call 
1-888-395-3826. 


Sales 

OUTSIDE SALES 

Experienced advertising sales executive needed 
for a major publication's local Maryland/DC 
territory. Must have ability to work independently 
and strong selling skills. Full time Monday - Friday, 
8:30-5:30. Competitive base salary plus 
commission and generous benefit package. Free 
parking. Email sdavison@wash in^ontimes.com 
or fax 202- 269-1245. E.O.E. 


SALES— Rockville hotel seeking experienced Sales 
Manager. Fax resume and saTary history to (301) 
590-96 14 Attn: Lee. 

SANDER/FINISHER— for commercial wood floors. 
Needed FT. Please call 301-912-2700 Odenton, MD 
Security -SECURPROS 
Email: personnel@securpros.com 

301-459-8322X3 FAX 301-459-8324 

SNOW PLOW— & Sanders needed for large jobs in 
NOVA & DC. 703-404-1400 or 703-927-9960. 

TAX— Fast growing tax preparation company is 
looking for experienced individual's to staff our 
offices in the DC Metro Area, pt/ft seasonal tax 
preparers and receptionist's. Please email your 
resume to employment@instanttaxservice.com or 
fax 888-340-8793. 

TUTORS WANTED: StudySmart is hiring p/t tutors 
for the upcoming year. Tutor students for SAT and 
more. Flexible hours. Must have GPA of 3.0, teaching 
experience, & car. jobs@estudysmart.com. 
VET/KENNEL ATTENDANT— FT/PT. Mon-Sun & hoi- 
idays. $6-$9/hr. Oniy motivated animal lovers apply: 
2935 Chain Bridge Rd, Oakton, VA. 


Warehouse 

Danker Furniture in Gaithersburg seeks 
warehouse heip. Applicants should have 
experience in a warehouse and operating a 
stockpicker. Heavy lifting involved. Fax resume to 
Mr. ware at (301)990-1829 


STUFF 


AQUARIAMS Llkenew —From 20 gallon to to 70 
gallon tanks. Complete set-up w/stand, Xmas spe- 
cials. 301-839-5542 

CAMERAS:— Nikon 8008S, 90S, N2000, FM & FM2 
w/ienses. Leica R-4 & lenses, 301-340-3338 
HIGH SPEED CUT OFF SAW— Forklifts, electric 
personnei carriers & trucks, spill pallets, epa 6'x4', 
printing equip, dryers, counters, light film tables, 
macro modifiers, wall lockers, 301-203-7430 
OLD ORIENTAL RUGS & TAPESTRY 
Any size or condition. 

301-424-9596 


DIAMOND RING — 7 Ct. Appr. $88,500. Sac $49,000 
W/ROLEX. 703-385-3388 

DIAMONDS GIA CERT. 1.22 Ct PR E SI1, 14 Ct. goid 
mounted ring, $5800. 202-841-8776 

GRANDFATHER CLOCK 

6'3" By Hoiland House. Still in box, w/warrty. Must 
sell. Can deliver. $295. Call 800-657-4157. 

LADY'S Hat's Hat Pins, Gift Baskets, Body Oils, 
Designer Clothes — For appt., 301-839-7788. 

POOL TABLES — Clearance Sale! 

All brands. Guar lowest prices, 
immed deliv. 301-927-8811 

RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT— Meat slicer, toaster, 

stove, fryer, etc. 301-203-7430 

THEATRE SEATS —Luxurious red row of 4 seats, 
motorized w/aluminun cup holders, $4200 new 
asking $2100. 703-319-9431 
TREAD MILL— VitaMaster Pro 2.75 HP w/heart rate 
controi, 0-10 Mi/Hr, pwr incline, I8"x56", 87395A 
Heart Rate Pro. $250/OBO. 703-503-5658 


TICKETS 


Ravens*Caps*B2K*Groban 
B. Midler*Sting*Addiction/Manson 
410-496-1817 www.aah-tickets.com 

WIZARDS * REDSKINS 

JANE'S ADDICTION 

SIMON &GARFUNKEL 

TERPS * CAPS * RAVENS 

301 - 985-6250 

www.greatseatsUSA.com 


PETS 


AIREDALE RESCUE & ADOPTION— 9 mo Old male, 
application req. 410-485-7820 & 703-765-2475. 
DALRIMER PUPPIES 
• POPULAR NEW GERMAN BREED 
developed from Weimaraner/Dalmation lines. Beau- 
tiful black pups w/blue eyes. Bred for good health & 
gentle disposition. Perfect dog for families w/chil- 
dren. Shots included. $500. 703-255-2427 
LOST DOG/GREAT PYRENEES— Lg. white W/light 
markings on ears & tails. Friendly. Lost 11/29 in 
Colesville area, needs medication. $500 re- 
ward. Call 301-236-9709 

PUPPIES Mixed Breed— Shots $200 to $250. 
540-955-1841; 540-247-9274 

RESCUED KITTENS & YOUNG ADULT 
CATS • At my home. Shots. 
FeLV&FIVneg. CALL: 703-354-5382 


RESIDENTIAL RENTALS 


AAFB & PG CO.— 1,2 & 3BR. Bad credit no problem. 
1 00% guar, approval. 301 -736-281 0 
ABLE TO AFFORD-Yet Got Denied? 

Don't despair! Piaces MD/DC/VA 
Call: The Right Place 888-813-5689 

ADAMS MORGAN/DUPONT CIRCLE 
THE DREW CONDOS 

Brand new renov Condos/Effeys renting from 
$1050-$1200. 

1822 15th St, NW, wash DC 20009 

Call 571-228-9694 703-625-8495 

ALEX— Lg 1BR w/lots of cIsts, dw, w/d, bale & pool. 
LOG nr 395 & 495. $875. AvI now 703-560-1771 

ALEX/OLD TOWN 

1 Bedroom, No pets, washer/dryer dishwasher, oak 

floors, $960-Helec 703-683-4410 

ALEX/watergate— gorg 2BR, 2BA Penthouse, in/ 
out pools, w/d, shuttle bus. $1500 inc utl. 
571-277-1831 

ALEXANDRIA/SEMINARY 
3 Bedroom single family home, washer dryer, large 
yard. Available Now. $1650. 703-560-2751 
ARL/BALLSTON— Terrific 3BR w/bsmt, 2BA, sernd 
prch. Lubber Run Pk, Metro. $2100 703-522-9032 
ARL/Clarendon— Charm 5BR, 2BA, fp, gar, hw firs, 
walk to Metro, Starbks. 0/A, $3450. 703-527-6415 
ARL/CRYSTAL CITY —1 & 2BR aptS, all UtilS incl. 
w/CATV, nr Metro/shops/rest. Free prkg. Sht-term 
lease. IBR ufurn $900 turn $1000; 2 BR unfurn 
$1200. Furn $1300. 703-979-3772 
ARL/Fairlington 

2 Ivis, 2BR, 1 BA, W/d, bright $1250. CIS to everything: 
pools & tennis. 3 mis to Pentagon. 703-532-8939 

ARLN 

KEY BRIDGE-GEOTWN 

4BRS&2BAS. $1495 
703-527-3377. aft 6:30 

ARLN KEY BRIDGE-GEOTWN 

Nice home, 3BR, 2BA, $995/mo. 
703-527-3377 aft 6:30. 

ARL/Rosslyn/River PI. Executive style 

penthse2Br2ba$2195 703-824-0445 

BETH/Old G'twn Rd— New custom home w/10' 
ceilings, 5BR, 4.5BA, LR w/gas fp, DR, El kit, hdwd 
firs, reerm, 2-car gar, zoned home ofc. 

Ownr/Agt. $5500. 703-946-1338. 

BETHESDA— 2BR, sunny spac. newly renov. garden 
apt. in beathtaking surroundings, just off Mass Ave. 
pvt patio, looks onto wooded garden, prkg space, 
w/d, utils incl. 15 min drive to downtown D.C., 
Geotwn, Tysons Cor, dwntn Bethesda. $1850. 

202-236-4625 

CAP HILL— Furnished efficiency & l-BR apts. Nr. 
5upreme Court & Metro. $1250 up.202-547-7767. 

www.thecongressional.com 

CENTREVILLE— Beautiful spacious IBR apts 
starting at $863. Lake views, fps, vaulted ceilings 
avail. Large pets welcome. Additional savings if you 
bring this ad. Call for more info. 703-830-4086 
CENTREVILLE— Beautiful spacious 2BR apts 
starting at $1035. Lake views, fps, vaulted ceilings 
avail. Large pets welcome. Additional savings if you 
bring this ad. Call for more info. 703-830-4086 


CHANTILLY— immac 3BR, iy 2 BA 2 Ivl TH, entry kite, 
fned yd, w/d, cable ready, great loc. wik to shpg & 
bus. Pool & tennis common. Avail now. $1195. 
703-759-5229 

CHEVY CHASE/The Irene of Chevy Chase 
1,2 & 3 BEDROOMS Metro, doorman, shuttle bus 

Incredible-Spectacular Rents. 

Please call Nancy, 301-652-1930 
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS— Christmas Special, 1st 1/2 
Month Rent. Outstanding renovation. 4 Ige BRs, den, 
2y2BA, W/D, 2-zone cac, $2600/mo. Metro 5 bIks. 
1248 Fairmont St., NW. Owner/Agent, 703-356-2212 
DUMFRIES— 4BR, 5th rm in bsmt, 2y2BA, w/o bsmt, 
can walk to public transp. Sm pets w/permission & 
deposit. Avail immed. $1550. Dep $1550. 
703-670-6367 

DUP CIR— Great loc. 2 biks metro. Maid svc. 24hr 
desk. Laundry room. Dailys from $44 & weekly from 
$1 65/week. Brickskeller inn. 

1523 22nd St, NW 202-293-1885 


DUP E— Bright & spacious 2 BR, nr Metro & Fresh 
Fields. Berber crpt, jacuzzi, WB fpl, w/D, cac, pvt ent, 
hi ceil, & prkg! $2300. Open 1-3. 1521 Church St. 
Apt. 2. 202-986-9442 

FAIRFAX/GMU— bsmt efficiency, sep. entrance, 
kitchen, BA, w/D, CATV. incl. utils. $750/mo 
703-323-1479 


FALLS CHURCH 3-BEDROOM HOUSE FOR RENT 

SFH, newly renov w/beaut lawn & 10,000 sq.ft., nr. 
Arl. in upscale ngbrhd., close in conv. loc. nr. Metro, 
5 mins. DC & Pentagon, wIk. mall, 3 fin. Ms, 3BR, 
3FBA, wikout bsmt, new kit. w/granite entrtops. AvI 
Immed! $1895. 

Call Shad, (c): 703-587-5141; (w): 703 893-9644 
GAINESVILLE/BRISTOW— 3lvl TH, hdwd fIrs, frpi, 
3BR, 2.5BA, cr ck & secur dep. $1600. 240-793-1031 
GEORGETOWN/BURLEITH $2700 BEAUTIFUL 
Elegant sophisticated bright & immac. 3BR, 2BA. 

• Spacious Livrm w/fireplace 

• Hardwood firs throughout 

• Skylights & enclosed patio 

1816 37th St. N.W. Avail. Jan. 2, 04. 
202-338-0635 Cell 856-305-7603 

GEORGETOWN 

Charming 1 BR, w/d, CAC, patio, hardwood floors. 
1216 30th St. N.W. 202-333-5014; 202-210-6383. 
GEORGETOWN/DUPONT CIRCLE 2500 Q ST 

-LARGE 1 BEDROOM APARTMENT- 
BEST OFFER/OVER $1350 
571-723-2821 

GLOVER PARK— Furnished 3BR, new kitchen, avail- 
able now washer dryer, bus route $2500/mo. 
202-330-1329 


GREENBELT— Greenbriar 1-BR 1-BA condo, lower 
Ivl, W/D, all utils incl. $1 100/mo. Call 301-520-2988 

MANASSAS $1550 

SFH IN CITY OF MANASSAS 
3BR, 2 BA. 2 CAR GAR.W/D CLOSE TO VRE & HOSP. 
703-365-7310 


MANASSAS— 2 BR apartment from $800. Free heat 
Star Homes 703-335-5151 


MCLEAN/TYSONS COR. 11—2 BR, 2 BA, close tO 
495/Rt 7/Metrobus $1500. Call Saeed, 
703-862-7075. 


NW/$2l 00/mo. Huge iBR/lba brand new lux mod- 
ern loft. Great views, western exposure. Excel, loc. 
Designer kitch & BA. w/D. Next to Metro. 916 G St, 
NW #706. 202-462-6260 ialter@weichert.eom 

RESTON, NORTH/$2700— 3 BR, 3.5 BA, 2-car gar. 
Shortterm OK. Owner/Agent. No fee. 703-391-5655 
RIVERDALE/E PINES— 2BR, X-MAS SPECIAL. 50% 
Off sec. dep. Up to $875. delwin realty, 
301-577-7917 


ROCKVILLE 2-BEDROOM CONDO 
Beautiful fully furnished 2BR, 2BA condo 

with vaulted ceilings, w/D, D/w, wall-to-wall carpet, 
parking; Near Metro & shopping. Short term. $1 1 50. 
301-770-2978 

ROCKVILLE/FALLS GROVE — New lUX 2BR, 2BA 
condo. 1-car gar, avail Jan. 1. 24 hr gym, pool; 
/shops. $1925/mo. Call DM, 301-672-0841. 

SIL SPG/Rock Creek— 1 BR, l BA condo, updated kit 
& bath, washer dryer in unit, CAC & pool, $1100 incl 
all utils, avail 1/1/04 202-841-5230 
WOODBRIDGE HURRY! 

Cozy 2 & 3BR w/fpic., 3BR at $1099. Free firewood 
incld. Special this wk only: 1 month rent free. Call 
Sarita, 703-494-5265. 


ROOMMATES 


ALEX— Professional N/S share 2BR/2BA new apart- 
ment, dogs ok. $750-1- 72 util. 

Avail immed. 443-983-4622 


HERNDON— TH toshr. Nr Toll Rd, Furn/unfurn. $350 
incl Call Doug, 703-981-2393 Happy Holidays! 


CONDOS FOR SALE 


ADAMS MORGAN/DUPONT CIRCLE 
THE DREW CONDOS 

3 renov condo units, European kitch, bamboo firs, 
new appIcs/BA, STARTING ATS 160K-$180K 
1822 15th St, NW, wash DC 20009 
Call 571-228-9694 703-625-8495 

ALEX/Place 1 Condo— IBR, IBA new remod w/ 
granite, marble, Fr doors, etc, gorg! $163,500. 
571-277-1831 

ARL N./Clarendon— Brand new 3BR, 2BA, Ige 
corner unit, bale, great view, gar prkg, steps to 
Metro. $589,000. OLREA 703-405-7557 
FORESTVL— $0 down. 2BR. Wik Mall. Fpl, $79,900. 
703-370-3319 


MCLEAN— 2 BR, 2 BA lux Condo. Fpl, gar prkg, pool, 
gym, biz ctr. Nr 495/66. $325K. Seller finac. Call 
Steve, 703-887-4935. 

NW/NIKITA CONDOS 1123 5TH ST. 

NEW RENOVATED CONDOS 
AVAILABLE FOR PREVIEW 
BY APPT ONLY. 703-625-8495 


HOUSES FOR SALE 


ACADIA VILLAGE RESORT-TIME SHARE 
ELLSWORTH, MAINE 

2BR, 3BA week 4. asking $5000. 

Week Exchangeable 207-848-3548 


ALEXANDRIA NEAR ALL BASES- 
BRAND-NEW SFH & TOWNHOUSES 
3 & 4BRS, 2y2Bas, 3 Ivis, 1 & 2 car gar. Avail now, 
12/1, 1/1, 2/1. Owner finan. avail. Credit issues, 
bankruptcy no problems, many options. 
703-660-6752 Let's Make A Deal 


Behind in House Payments? 

Bankruptcy, No Equity, No Problem! 
240-308-0844 FREE info 24hrs. 


BOWIE $239,900 

3BR, 2BA rambler, upgraded kit/B/VappIs, 1 car gar. 
Closing help. Chris 301-980-4053 Realty Exec 2000 

CAP HEIGHTS $165,000 

Newly renov 3BR Split w/lg fam rm, cac, hdwds, new 

kit, ernr lot, OSP. 406 Peppermill Dr. 301-345-5238 

CLlNTON-6700 Clinton Manor Dr/Clinton View 
Subdivision— Detached Cape Cod, 4BR, 2BA, sky- 
lights in Master Bedrooms, recently remodeled. 
Family room off the kitchen, enclosed front porch, 
unfinished basement on over 1/2 ac. 

Susie Moore & Associates 301-449-7979 


DO YOU HAVE A DISTRESSED PROPERTY — Are 

you a distressed seller? we buy houses for cash. 
Can probably close in 7 days. Call 240-393-9222 

Frederick Only $235,500 

Owner will Finance. No Banks Needed. Lux. 3BR, 272 
ba & Extras. 24 Hr FREE Info. 888 399-5643. 


GAINESVILLE 

Heritage Hunt premier golf course community. Ac- 
tive Adult community. All homes have large MBRs 
on 1st fir, MBA w/whirlpool tub, 2 wik-in closets, 
gourmet kit. w/upgraded cabs & entrs. 

$439,999 (2BR 2BA, fpic, 2 car gar); 

$455,000 (5BR 4BA, fpIc, 2 car gar); 

$660,000 (3BR STzBa, fpIc, gar, on lake). 

Judy Cary, 703-587-6650 Re/Max Allegiance 


GET PAID TODAY 
CASH FOR 

HOUSES, CONDOS OR MULTI-UNITS 
301-649-6029 


I BUY HOUSES/Any Condition 

"Fast $$$$." 301-466-2425 


LAKE RIDGE/County Center— Brand new 3 fin Ivl 

colo. 2-car gar, ready to move. $484,950. Call now: 
Tom Williams 703-850-5073. 

The Real Estate Exchange 

LE DROIT PARK— Historic area. 4BR 3 floors, gated 
front & back yards , $2200. 202-257-21 1 3 


MANASSAS— FS BO, new SFH, 2900+ SF, open floor 
plan, 4BR, 2y2BA, $390,000. 11932 Molly Pitcher 
Circle. Call 703-369-5024 or 571-237-3430 ask for 
Sue. 


MIDDLEBROOK,VA 85 ACRES 

Nr Staunton, VA at the base of Little North Mountain, 
all wooded, new barn with bathroom & electric. Lots 
of wild life. Pictures & description at: 

www.summerdean.com 

$315,000 Call 800-322-2218 

New Carriltn/Landover Hills $174,900 

Newly renov. 3-BR 3-lvl brk col., + bsmt. 

4818 69th Place 301-345-5238 


RE/MAX 2000 301-806-5755 

MARYLAND, DC &VA 

Kenneth Thiele/George Gnall 
Homesdatabase.com/kenneth 


REHOBOTH— NEW! Beaut. Ocean bik family cot- 
tage, sips up to 20. 7BR, 5.5BA, all amens, fpl, grt 
panoramic ocean views, rftop deck, very clean, cac, 
pets OK. *Addit. hse avi, sleeps up to 16. Both sip up 
to 36. Perf. for reunions, seminars & building great 
memories. Avi now. Wknd rentals avail. -Rent for '04 
season- Call 91 3-491-9348 or 81 6-863-351 1 . 


SIL SPG/Forest Glen— Charming 4BR, 2 ivi on 1.3 
acs, walk to Metro. $385,000 703-405-7557 Cold- 
well Banker 


SILVER SPRING $424,900 703-760-8880 

Beaut brk colo. 3BR, 172 BA, New kite, new appis, all 
hdwd firs, den/study on main level. l-car gar. 

Call Ashton, weichert Realtors, 301-502-7123 or 


STAFFORD —Brand new home, all gas 3400 SF, 
4-6BR, 272-372BA, 2-car gar, gourmet kit w/cook- 
top-island, Ige sunken bath tub, hdwd crpt firs, 2 
phone lines & cable in all rms & bsmt, Ige cement 
patio in rear & Ige front porch. CIs to Commuter lot & 
train. Approx 3 mi fr 95. Credit ck req & Pet fee. 
$1 900/mo. lyr lease, l mo sec depos. Military 
clause ok. Call 703-250-2039. 


STERLING/Cascades FSBO —3 Ivl TH, 4BR, 372BA, 
Famrm, den, over 2500 SF, asking $330,000. 
202-251-6171 


WE BUY HOUSES/ANY CONDITION. STOP FOR- 
CLOSURE. 301-346-4394 


WHEELS 


BMW '99 525iT Wagon— Excel cond. sunrf, Ithr, 
warr, heated seats, 48K mi, $23,000. 301-996-6477 


CHEVY— '88 diesel step van, 2 ton, auto, all alum., 
new inspec., roll-up back dr, wht, low mi, excel 
cond. $3500. 703-231-4958 


DODGE— '94 Ram 3500, 15 passenger van, 42Kmi, 
ac, auto, white, excelcond, $6500. 703-231-4958 


HD '01 1200— Perfect shape. 

Garage kept. Many extras. $9000. 

Call 1-301-865-4199 


MAZDA '01 626 ES— V6 2.5L, AutO, 25k mi. Grey, 
AM/FM, CD, AC, PW/PDL, $9900, 301-718-8054 X 
3019084742 call after 12/7 
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People 


SUPERMODELS 

Klum Plans Line of Babies 

German supermodel HEIDI KLUM is 
expecting her first child with Flavio 
Briatore, managing 
director of Renault’s 
Formula One team, 
Klum said Tuesday. 
Klum, 30, and 
Briatore, 53, have 
been together for about a year. “I 
will take a short maternity leave,” 
Klum told reporters after presenting 
her new fashion collection, (ap) 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

Ben Keeps Busy 

BEN AFFLECK will be the grand mar- 
shal at the Daytona 500. The actor 
and NASCAR fan will begin the 
Feb. 15 race with 
the traditional com- 
mand to the 43 -car 
field: “Gentlemen, 
start your engines.” 

Affleck is the second 
movie star in a row to handle grand 
marshal duties for the race, follow- 
ing John Travolta last year, (ap) 




HEY! 

That’s My Arm 

NICOLE KIDMAN thrilled local 
fans atthe Australian premiere 
of herfilm “Cold Mountain’’ 
Wednesday, shaking hands 
and signing autographs for 
eagertypes who’d waited 
hours for her arrival. The 
statuesque Oscar-winner said 
she was happy to be home 
and would spend Christmas in 
Sydney, (ap) 



Blige with her new “analytical brain.” 


CHRISTENINGS 

Airport of tho Star 

Members of legendary American 
entertainer BOB hope’s family 
gathered Wednesday with celeb- 


rities and politicians to officially 
change the name of the Burbank- 
Glendale-Pasadena Airport to Bob 
Hope Airport. The comedian had 
parked his private plane at the air- 


field since 1985 and embarked from 
there on many trips to entertain U.S. 
troops around the world. The air- 
port handles 5 million passengers 
a year, (ap) 


WEDDINGS 

Blige Finally Complete 

MARY J. BLIGE married record pro- 
ducer Kendu Isaacs at her Bergen 
County, N. J., home on Dec. 7, says 
People magazine. “He completes 
me in the areas that I’m weak in. 
He’s an analytical brain. I’m a cre- 
ative brain. We pray together. We 
read the Bible together,” the 32- 
year-old singer says on her Web 
site. “I’ve never seen a man who 
loves the Lord like he does.” (ap) 


5 Day Forecast for the Washington Area 


All forecasts provided by AccuWeather.com ©2003 


Today 
Hi 42 
Lo28 


H?40 (i 
Lo28 N 

a 

Lo26 ^ 

Sun. 

Hi 44 

Lo28 — :> 


Mon. 

Hi 48 
Lo36 


02. 


UY Index (for solar noon) 

I out of 10, minimal 


Air Quality Index (AQI) 

AQI Today: Not available 


Pollen Index (Yesterday) 

Reading: Main offender: Not available 


Today, partly sunny, windy, 
cold, a flurry. High 42. Wind 
mainly west 20-35 mph. 
Tonight, partly cloudy, brisk, 
cold. Low 28. Friday, partly 
sunny, brisk, cold. High 40. 


Bringing powfj;>tQiiaii 



Ashoka funds 
new ideas in 
education, heaith, 
environment, 
and democracy, 
on 5 continents 
and here in DC. 


Connecting 25 million rural Brazilians and 
2 biiiion globally to low-cost electricity. 

Project Light, Brazii. 

Founded by Ashoka Feiiow 
Fabio Rosa. 

ASHOKA r: 

Please select CFC #1403 ♦ www.ashoka.org^express 




gift guides' 

^ ^ for the time-pressed 



express 


Friday, Dec. 5 media 

fancy books, boxed CD and DVD sets, and more 

Friday Dec. 12 tech 

gadgets, software, handhelds, phones, and more 

Friday Dec. 19 under $10 

cool stocking stutters, last-minute gifts, and more 


you want to give, we have ideas. 


The Perfect Holiday Gift 




Tickets come in a special gift envelope for the holidays! 

presents the 5th Annual 


/ 


SHk (UaB^ington 



sponsored by: 


Viking 




WJLA Washington 


Washington D.C International 
Nine ^ food festivar" 

The Mid-Atlantic's Premier Wine & Food Event" 

Feb. 28 & 29, 2004 

Washington Convention Center 


Call or order online today! 


-343-1174 • www.wine-expos.com 



IhEflNGER LAKES 

itiSf (inpfDHf Ortifr 

WINES FROM SPAIN 

Trade Commission of Spain • New York 


D 




Discover 
Virginia Vhieries 

1^-8284637 (VA VINES) 


Intermezzo 
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Playback 


Letters 


Crossword Puzzle: Make Oneself Heard | Editedhy Timothy E. Parker 


TO THE EDITOR 

I FIND IT INTRIGUING that people 
are opposed to Saddam being put 
to trial under circumstances 
where execution is a probable 
outcome (“Iraqis Eager to Try 
Saddam,” Dec. 16). Such opposi- 
tion is expected of human rights 
organizations which oppose the 
death penalty, but get real! The 
death penalty is common in most 
Islamic countries. Do they not 
realize the Western world will be 
criticized even more if the tribunal 
is not held in Iraq and not allowed 
to carry out punishment as seen fit 
by the people of Iraq? 

—Tara Slifer 
Bowie, Md. 


IN JAMES w. PiNDELL’s rcccnt Live 
Online column (Dec. 9), he missed 
the mark by saying he doesn’t 
know of a general election winner 
who didn’t first win in the New 
Hampshire primary. I suggest he 
look back on the election wins of 
George W. Bush and Bill Clinton. 
The New Hampshire winners were 
Sen. John McCain (2000) and Sen. 
Paul Tsongas (1992). 

—Dennis John Lewis 
Washington, D.C. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Pindell actually 
did note those exceptions hut, due to 
an editing error, they were left out of 
the Live Online transcript. 


WRITE TO EXPRESS 

Letters must include the writer’s name, 
address and telephone number. Submis- 
sions may be edited for space. E-mail 
to inbox@readexpress.com or mail to 
Express Letters, PO Box 17370, Arling- 
ton, VA 22216. 


Yesterday’s Solution 




ACROSS 

1 Above water, barely 
6 Narrow strip 
11 Semi section 

14 Cooking or sewing 
term 

15 Intense obsession 

16 Pay stub 

17 Gasp of admiration 

19 Tothe degree 

20 Eject strongly 

21 Becomes older 

22 Turn on a dime 
24 Defensive effort 

26 Gala 

27 Engage in fantasy 
33 Word with brief or 
tender 

36 Majorette, perhaps 

37 Mrs. Eddie Cantor 

38 Auction site 

39 Legendary miniseries 

40 Cookbook instruction 

41 Neighbor of Uru. 

42 Westernmost 
Aleutian isle 

43 Floors 

44 Reactto a sprained 
ankle, perhaps 

48 John , the Lone 

Ranger 

49 Mubarak’s 
predecessor 

52 Czech composer 
Rudolf 


54 Spanish surrealist 
57 Popular salad 

59 Word with parking 
or odd 

60 Hosanna 

63 Street address abbr. 

64 “Pale Rider,” e.g. 

65 Prepare mushrooms 

66 Unit-cost word 


67 Physicist Bohr 

68 Church areas 

DOWN 

1 Basic skills 

2 Distorts 

3 To date 

4 Illegal passenger 

5 Playboy Mansion 
nickname 


6 Factory fallout 

7 Growdim 

8 “Noifs, orbuts!” 

9 No-win situation 

10 Talked nonstop on a 
subject 

11 Outwardly curved 
surface 


12 Vocal range 

13 Thai bread 

18 Dry wash in Africa 

23 “...Lord, is ?” 

(Matt. 26:22) 

25 Orr’sorg. 

26 Ness and co. 

28 “Rob Roy” author 

29 Saw feature 

30 Pause 

31 Prefix meaning 
“peculiar” 

32 LoanstoMarc 
Antony? 

33 Rachel’s sister 

34 Riverthrough Aragon 

35 Comic’s employee 

39 Legal invasion 

40 Golfer’s bugaboo 
43 Hyundai rival 

45 Moon shuttle 

46 WWI president 

47 Seemingly 

50 How roast is served 

51 U.S. security 

52 Letter opener? 

53 Emulate nomads 

54 Be fond of 

55 “The Clan of the Cave 
Bear” novelist Jean 

56 PO box contents 
58 Tar’s affirmatives 

61 “Bali ” 

62 Explorer Johnson 


The Duplex | Glenn McCoy 



Horoscope | Stella Wilder 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - This can 

be a rewarding day, once you get past a 
period of frustration resulting from your 
own indecision. Make a choice and stick 
with it. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19) - The 

demands made on your skills and endur- 
ance are likely to surprise you. Prepare 
yourself. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You may be 

nearing a dangerous intersection. Only a 
close friend will warn you of the coming 
risk. Listen. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) - Guests may 
be more opinionated and more unwilling 
to follow rulesyou setdown than expect- 
ed. You’re the one who must adjust. 


ARIES (March 21 -April 19) - You admire 
sensitivity in others, butyou’re not likely 
to tolerate those whofind offense in 
everything. Begentle, but don’t coddle. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Someone 
may be pushing your buttons in such a 
way thatyou are unabletofunction prop- 
erly — particularly under pressure. 
GEMINI (May 21- June 20) - Things may 
seem a little artificial and forced; workto 
return to a more natural and organic man- 
nerof doingthings. 

CANCER (June 21- July 22) - A conflict 
between the simple and the complex is 
likely to rage on despite your attempts 
to get things to meet in the middle. Be 
patient. 


LEO (July23-Aug.22) — A personal 
discovery on your part is likely to open 
many doors for others as well. Career 
advancement is certainly in the picture at 
thistime. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Now is the time 
to make your feelings known in domestic 
surroundings, where you can take advan- 
tage of your considerable support group. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Spend some 
time talking with others — without dictat- 
ing the course of the conversation. Let 
someone else pick the topic. 

SCORPIO (0ct.23-Nev.2l) - There is little 
dangerthat your current progress will 
slow. You can enjoya new level of involve- 
ment during the evening. 
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LIVE ONLINE 


LOIR: ‘King 

From washingtonpost. com/liveonline 

MICHAELREGINA, editor in chief of 
TheOneRing.net, the largest Web site 
for'The Lord ofthe Rings,” was online 
Wednesday to discuss ‘The Return 
ofthe King,” partthreeoftheepicfilm 
seriesthat opened Tuesday. 


What do you think of these people 
dressing up and waiting in line for 
hours to see midnight showings? 

Well ... the word fan comes 
from fanatic, correct? I think it’s 
great to see fans so excited about 
these films. One of the biggest 
disappointments of the late-’90s 
and this decade has been the 
“Matrix” and “Star Wars” films. 
Sadly, they have not lived up to 
the massive hype the fans build it 
to be. However, it seems “Rings” 
has worked out well. 

Personally, the only time I get 
dressed in costume is Halloween. 

What do you think of the movie’s 
chances at the Oscars next year? 

Personally, I think the chances 
are very good for Peter Jackson 
to get a best director Oscar. The 
Academy cannot ignore his huge 
task in creating these films. As for 
best picture, the Academy seems to 
alternate from Hollywood block- 
buster to art flick ... so who knows 
where they’ll settle this year? 

Will there be a grand finale DVD of 
some sort that contains all three 
movies including the extra features 
or is it safe to go ahead and snag 
“Towers” now and “King” when it’s 
first released? 

I think New Line will be selling 
the entire box set of all DVDs next 
year. They’ve promised us that 
there will be no “super duper edi- 
tion” every three years like “Star 
Wars.” The extended editions will 
be the final editions you will see. If 
you want to hold on to your money, 
then wait until late 2004 for this 
multi- edition DVD set. Something 
like 24 DVDs, I assume ... huge! 

Today on Live Online 

NOON: The Post’s Peter Slevin discusses 
the latest developments in U.S. foreign 
policy. 

1:15 P.M.: Columnist Robert Novak dis- 
cusses his Post Opinion piece about the 
realistic picture of progress in Iraq. 


A Publication of The Washington Post 
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Always Open... DARCARS.com 

Your money buys more at a DARCARS store. 




